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This report outlines how Metrolinx is supporting a sustainable transit network by creating a greener region, more 
environmentally friendly communities and reducing gridlock. 

We do this through:

Meaningful engagement with the communities we serve that puts communities first

Enhancing parks and creating new green spaces

Beautification of communities through artwork, greenery, and graffiti management

Expert decision making through each Environmental Assessment

Greening the region through tree replanting initiatives that are 3:1, providing tree compensation and 
donating cut wood from the trees removed

More transit service reduces gridlock and leads to a reduction in carbon gas emissions

Reducing construction impacts, like noise and vibration, wherever possible
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RESOLVED:

THAT as described in the Chief Communications Officer and Vice President, Community Engagement’s 
December 2, 2021 report, Metrolinx continue to advance programs and sustainability strategies that 
provide enhanced benefits to communities from the implementation of Metrolinx’s capital program and 
services, including meaningful engagement with communities, enhancing parks and green spaces as well 
as other community beautification initiatives, as described.

BUILDING A GREENER REGION



COMMUNITIES ARE AT THE ROOT OF OUR SUSTAINABLE DECISION MAKING
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Infrastructure Design  3:1 Ratio Localized Community  
Enhancement 

We understand construction is impactful, but at its core is the delivery of a connected region, but also one that will be greener 
as transit becomes a better and more environmentally friendly option.

Expert Decision 
Making 

Project decisions are 
guided by industry experts, 
including:
• Ecologists 
• Arborists

700K
more transit 

trips during the 
daily peak 

periods

687KM
Electrified 
Track on 

GO 
Expansion

• Park enhancement 
& creating new green 
spaces, like the 2,908m²
of added park space in 
Riverside/ Leslieville

• Tree compensation and
replanting

• Expanding active 
transportation, like bike 
lanes, including 4,200+ 
bike rack additions

• 25+ new walking and 
cycling bridges and 
underpasses

Ensuring our designs are 
integrated seamlessly into the 
fabric of your community.
• Parks & recreational 

spaces
• Vegetation removal
• Public realm 

enhancements
• Noise & vibration
• Graffiti management

Sometimes, trees need to be 
removed to expand and 
enhance transit networks

When that happens, we plant 
three times as many trees

To date, Metrolinx has planted 
24,000 native and non-
invasive trees.

-40%
GHG 

emissions 
per capita 
from auto 

driver trips
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ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS & ORGANIZATIONS

Metrolinx has partnered with Parks Canada and the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) to 
plant over 24,000 trees and shrubs in preparation for the GO Expansion program, partnerships that will be 
expanded to include the subway program.

Click Here 
To watch the 

video 

BUILDING A GREENER REGION

Metrolinx’s 
replanting 

program goes 
above & beyond 

all regulatory 
requirements Tree 

Give-Away
Days in 

partnership 
with TRCA

https://videopress.com/v/IIH3s8ZH


VEGETATION COMPENSATION STRATEGY
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In partnership with local conservation authorities Metrolinx has implemented a vegetation 
compensation strategy for its sustainable transit delivery.

BUILDING A GREENER REGION

24,000
new shrubs 
and trees 

funded by 
MX



CASE STUDY: ADDING MORE GREEN SPACE IN LESLIEVILLE-RIVERSIDE
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Ontario Line construction will be leveraged to enhance four surrounding parks, including the Gerrard 
Carlaw Parkette. The combined expansion will total 2,908 square meters of added green space. 

• Retaining and Noise Wall Public Consultation 
Survey received 749 comments from included 848 
unique visitors

• Incorporate the right noise wall designs to protect 
trees, improve landscaping and reduce light 
pollution

• Reducing the number of construction work zones 
by streamlining Ontario Line and Go Expansion 
projects 

Click Here
To listen

BUILDING A GREENER REGION

2,908
Square 

metres of 
parkland to 
be restored 

https://www.ontariolinesoundstudio.ca/listen/


CASE STUDY: REPLANTING TREES WHEN CONSTRUCTION CAUSES IMPACTS

Once trees were removed from this slope along Eglinton Ave. E., we were uncertain they could be replanted. With the help of Crosslinx Transit 
Solutions, the City of Toronto’s Urban Forestry, and with the feedback of Thursfield Crescent residents, a restoration plan was developed, 
which included the safe planting of native and non-invasive trees for an even greener slope. 



CASE STUDY: GREENING OUR FACILITIES AND TRACK
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We are choosing green options 
for our track, facility and station 
roofs as well as our infrastructure. 
These design decisions improve 
the overall look and feel of new 
construction. 

BUILDING A GREENER REGION

92 
Square 

Metres of 
Green 
Track 



CASE STUDY: PROTECTING OLD ELM
Community engagement allowed for the preservation of a 200-
year-old elm tree, a staple of the community. Old Elm was 
incorporated into the station design, and the station was renamed 
in its honour. 



CASE STUDY: SMALL’S CREEK TREE REMOVAL
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Metrolinx’s tree replanting goes above and beyond regulatory requirements. We are committed to minimizing tree 
removals wherever possible and replacing the trees and shrubs removed during construction.

Funding 
planting of 

2000
in collaboration 

with the City, 
TRCA & local 
communities.

60 
trees 

protected

Click 
Here

To watch the 
Q&A

https://videopress.com/v/2zsiTovS
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