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407 ETR 407 Express Toll Route
ANSI Area of Natural and Scientific Interest
ARA Aquatic Resource Area
Ave. Avenue
BCI Bat Conservation International
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BSC Bird Studies Canada
CAA Conservation Authorities Act, 1990 
CLO Cornell Lab of Ornithology
cm Centimetre(s)
CN Canadian National Railway 
COSEWIC Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
COSSARO Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario 
CSP Corrugated Steel Pipe 
DBH Diameter-at-breast height
DFO Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
ECCC Environment and Climate Change Canada 
ECLRT Eglinton Crosstown Light Rail Transit
Ecoplans Ltd. Ecoplans Limited Environmental
EEB Emergency exit building 
ELC Ecological Land Classification
EPR Environmental Project Report
ESA Endangered Species Act, 2007 
ESC Erosion and Sediment Control 
ETR Express Toll Route
FFA Fire fighter’s access shaft 
FWCA Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997 
GIS Geographic information system 
Greenlands Regional Greenlands System 
ha Hectare(s) 
HADD Harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat
IBC Initial business case 
km Kilometre(s) 
LGL LGL Limited Environmental Research Associates
LIO Land Information Ontario
m Metre(s)
MBCA Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 
MECP Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
MMAH Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
MNR Ministry of Natural Resources (renamed to Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry in 

2014 and Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry in 
2021) 
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Term Definition 
MNRF Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (known as Ministry of Natural Resources prior 

to 2014 and renamed to Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and 
Forestry in 2021) 

MNDMNRF Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (known as the 
Ministry of Natural Resources prior to 2014 and Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
2014 to 2021

MTO Ontario Ministry of Transportation 
NE Northeast 
NFPA National Fire Protection Agency
NHIC Natural Heritage Information Centre 
NHS Natural heritage system
O. Reg. Ontario Regulation
OBBA Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas
OPSS Ontario Provincial Standard Specifications 
ORAA Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas 
Part A The existing conditions portion of this report 
Part B The impact assessment portion of this report 
pers. comm. Personal communication (typically referring to email, phone, or in-person correspondence)
PPS Provincial Policy Statement 
PPUDO Passenger pick-up and drop-off
PSW Provincially Significant Wetland 
PTE Permission to enter
PTIZ Potential Temporary Impact Zone (30 m buffer around the Project footprint) 
ROW Right-of-way 
SAR Species at Risk 
SARA Species at Risk Act, 2002
St. Street 
SW Southwest
SWH Significant Wildlife Habitat 
TEA Toronto Entomologists’ Association 
The Project The proposed Yonge North Subway Extension Project 
The SAR Desktop Study 
Area 

The Project footprint (based on the currently available conceptual design information) plus 
a 300 m buffer to the Project footprint; used in the OneT+ (2021) Preliminary Screening for 
Species at Risk Memorandum and referenced within this report with respect to potential 
occurrence of Species at Risk. 

The Study Area The Yonge North Subway Extension Environmental Project Report Addendum Natural 
Environment Study Area; i.e., the Project footprint (based on the currently available 
conceptual design information) plus a 120 m buffer.

TPAP Transit Project Assessment Process
TPSS Traction power substation
TPZ Tree protection zone
TRCA Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
TSF Train Storage Facility 
TTC Toronto Transit Commission 
YDSS York Durham Sanitary Sewer
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Term Definition 
YNSE Yonge North Subway Extension
York Region Regional Municipality of York
YROP York Region Official Plan, 2010 
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Glossary of Terms
Term Definition
Anuran Any amphibian of the order Anura, comprising the frogs and toads.
Area of Natural 
and Scientific 
Interest (ANSI) 

An area of land and water containing natural landscapes or features that have been identified as 
having life science or earth science values related to protection, scientific study, or education. 

Detailed Design The detailed design phase of a project is defined as the phase of the project where design is 
refined past the conceptual phase, when plans, specifications, and estimates are created. This will 
take place after the TPAP is completed and before the construction phase.

Ecological Land
Classification 
(ELC)

A term used in Ontario to describe various systems to indicate natural regions based on ecological 
factors. 

Environmental 
Project 
Report (EPR) 

The proponent is required to prepare an EPR to document the TPAP followed, including but not 
limited to: a description of the preferred transit project, a map of the project, a description of 
existing environmental conditions, an assessment of potential impacts, description of proposed 
mitigation measures, etc. The EPR is made available for public review and comment for a period of 
30 calendar days. This is followed by a 35-day Minister’s Decision Period. 

Environmentally 
Significant Area 

These are natural areas which are particularly significant or sensitive requiring additional 
protection to preserve their environmental qualities and significance. 

Geographic 
Information 
System 
(GIS) 

Systems that are designed to capture, store, visualize, manipulate, analyze, manage, and present 
spatial or geographical data. 

L-Rank A ranking system used by the TRCA to assess the rarity of species found within their jurisdiction. 
Higher numbers indicate more common species, with L5 being the most common and L1 being the 
least. L+ species are introduced. 

Migratory Bird A bird protected under the Federal Migratory Birds Convention Act. 
Official Plan An Official Plan is a policy document that guides the short-term and long-term development in a 

community. It applies to all lands within the municipal boundary and the policies within it provide 
direction for the size and location of land uses, provision of municipal services and facilities, and 
preparation of regulatory bylaws to control the development and use of land.

Potential 
Temporary 
Impact Zone 

The 30 m buffer around Project footprint (based on the currently available conceptual design 
information) where construction activities may result in temporary impacts to the natural 
environment. 

Preliminary 
Design 

The design of a proposed project (including a detailed cost estimate) to a level that demonstrates 
that the project is buildable within the given parameters of the design scope. 

Project Footprint The area of permanent impacts based on the currently available conceptual design information.  
Provincially 
Significant 
Wetland (PSW) 

Wetlands that have been evaluated using the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System by a certified 
wetland evaluator and that have satisfied the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System criteria for 
significance.

Rail Right-of-Way Land that is reserved, usually through legal designation, for transportation purposes, such as for 
railway line. A right-of-way is often reserved for the maintenance or expansion of existing 
services. 
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Term Definition 
Right-of-Way 
(ROW) 

Land that is reserved, usually through legal designation, for transportation and/or utility purposes, 
such as for a hydro corridor, rail line, street, or highway. A right-of-way is often reserved for the 
maintenance or expansion of existing services. A permit or legal permission is generally required 
for any work or encroachment on a right-of-way. 

Species at Risk 
(SAR) Screening 

The suitability of an area to support habitat preferred by SAR species is based on a combination of 
factors; including, but not limited to: a species’ requirements for critical life stages and 
adaptability, seasonal temperatures, precipitation, soils, vegetation, aquatic conditions, existing 
disturbances and land form.

Species at Risk 
(SAR) 

A species, subspecies, variety or genetically or geographically distinct population of animal, plant 
or other organism, other than a bacterium or virus, that is native to Ontario. Species at Risk in 
Ontario are all the species that are classified by the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in 
Ontario (COSSARO) or the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) 
as either extirpated, endangered, threatened, or special concern. 

S-Rank A ranking system used by the NHIC to assess the rarity of species found in Ontario. Higher 
numbers indicate more common species, with S5 being the most common and S1 being the least.

Study Area The area used in the EPR Addendum by the Natural Environment discipline to assess existing 
conditions in the vicinity of the Project; defined as all areas within 120 m of the proposed 
footprint. 

Transit Project 
Assessment 
Process 
(TPAP) 

This process is defined in sections 6 through 17 in O. Reg 231/08. It consists of various steps and 
requirements. It is a focused impact assessment process that includes consultation, an assessment 
of potential positive and negative impacts, an assessment of measures to mitigate negative 
impacts, and documentation. 

Tree Protection 
Zone 
(TPZ)

Tree Protection Zones are the minimum required distances where tree protection is to be put in 
place so that no construction activity of any kind will take place inside the Tree Protection Zone. 

Vicinity Within the Study Area or in a source which overlaps the Study Area. 
Wildlife Atlas A publication or website that summarises occurrence data for wildlife species across Ontario, 

providing information on species present in a particular region (often a 10 km x 10 km square).
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E.1 Executive Summary

Metrolinx and Infrastructure Ontario are undertaking an Addendum to the Environmental Project Report (EPR) for the 
Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE). This study is following the requirements of the Transit Project Assessment 
Process (TPAP) under O. Reg. 231/08 and will address a change to the subway extension alignment, stations, and 
associated facilities. 

Previous studies followed the TPAP for the YNSE. An EPR was completed by the Regional Municipality of York (York 
Region), York Region Rapid Transit Corporation, the City of Toronto and the Toronto Transit Commission in 2009 for the 
new subway extension. A further addendum to the EPR was prepared in 2014 to assess the potential environmental 
impacts associated with the identified Train Storage Facility (TSF) location that would accommodate up to 14 trains 
within the vicinity of the Richmond Hill Centre. 

E.1.1 Study Purpose 
As part of the YNSE EPR Addendum process, this Existing Conditions and Impact Assessment Report has been prepared 
to document the current existing conditions within the Study Area, to undertake and assessment of the potential 
impacts associated with the currently proposed YNSE Project, and to identify mitigation and monitoring measures, as 
appropriate. 

E.1.2 Existing Conditions  
The existing environmental conditions in the Study Area described in the 2009 EPR and 2014 EPR Addendum were 
reviewed, and the relevant information has been included in this report, where more recent data was not available. To 
supplement this data, desktop and field studies were conducted to identify and review the natural environment existing 
conditions. Field studies included anuran (i.e., frog and toad) call surveys, breeding bird surveys, vegetation inventory 
and classification, fish habitat assessments and SAR/SAR habitat reconnaissance (leaf-on). Details are outlined in Part A 
of this report with a high level summary of findings below. 

The YNSE Study Area is highly urbanized with limited natural vegetation cover present, associated mainly with 
the watercourses and parklands.  

 The Study Area provides limited wildlife habitat with low connectivity to nearby natural features. The Study 
Area does not feature any provincially or locally significant wetlands or areas of natural and scientific interest. 
The woodlands and valleylands are designated in corresponding official plans as Natural Heritage Systems 
(NHS), including York Region Official Plan (e.g., Woodland and Greenland System, Richmond Hill Official Plan 
(e.g., Natural Core and Greenway), City of Markham Official Plan (e.g., Woodland and Greenway 2014) and City 
of Vaughan Official Plan (e.g., Core Feature).  

 Species of Special Concern including Common Nighthawk, Eastern Wood-pewee, Peregrine Falcon, Wood 
Thrush, Northern Map Turtle, Snapping Turtle, and Monarch; and Species at Risk including Barn Swallow, 
Chimney Swift, Butternut and Bat Species at Risk may occur. 

 Fish habitat is limited to three watercourses within the YNSE Study Area: East Don River, Pomona Creek and 
German Mills Creek with all three watercourses identified as permanent features providing for warm, cool and 
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coldwater fish communities. The assessed reaches provide habitat for migration, spawning, feeding and rearing 
and are generally non-limiting throughout. 

E.1.3 Summary of Potential Impacts, Mitigation Measures & Monitoring 
Activities 

The impact assessment portion of this report (Part B) includes an analysis of the Project’s potential to interact with the 
natural environment based on the current understanding of the existing conditions and proposed Project works at the 
time of this analysis. Based on the results of the impact assessment, mitigation measures and monitoring activities have 
been identified to ensure adherence to applicable legislation and to reduce impacts to the natural environment. 

Potential impacts, mitigation measures and monitoring activities are outlined in Part B Table B 4-1. 

For reporting purposes and to better characterize the findings of the various environmental and technical studies, the 
EPR Addendum Study Area was further sub-divided into three (3) geographic segments: 

 Segment 1 – Finch Station to Clark Station (Below Grade) 

 Segment 2 – Clark Station to Portal/Launch Shaft (Below Grade); and 

 Segment 3 – Portal/Launch Shaft to Moonlight Lane (At Grade). 

Within Segment 1 the physical environment is almost entirely urban, and the Study Area is dominated by residential and 
commercial buildings. The only anticipated impact on existing vegetation communities within Segment 1 is associated 
with the proposed bus loop on Drewry Avenue. The only identified natural heritage feature is a narrow belt of woodland 
along the rail corridor at the north end of the segment and direct impacts to this woodland are not anticipated. 

Within Segment 2 there are a number of natural heritage features and vegetation communities focused around the Don 
River East Branch and Pomona Creek. As the YNSE alignment is below grade, impacts within Segment 2 are expected to 
be primarily associated with staging of equipment and less significant at grade project activities with a relatively small 
footprint (e.g., emergency exit building (EEB) construction). 

The majority of the potential impacts to the natural environment will be associated with at grade Project activities 
within Segment 3. The primary area of activity is German Mills Creek where project activities may include in-water 
works and any potential impacts to fish and fish habitat must be mitigated. Other at grade works will require vegetation 
removal and grubbing adjacent to the existing rail tracks where vegetation disturbance is already high and vegetation 
communities and are not highly sensitive or rare. Stations and ancillary buildings such as Emergency Exit Buildings and 
Traction Power Substations (TPSSs) will similarly be constructed in urban areas along Yonge Street where there is 
significant existing disturbance. 
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A 1.0 Introduction

In 2009, the Regional Municipality of York, York Region Rapid Transit Corporation, the City of Toronto and the Toronto 
Transit Commission completed an Environmental Project Report (EPR) in accordance with the Transit Project 
Assessment Process (TPAP), as per Ontario Regulation 231/08, to assess the potential environmental impacts of the 
proposed Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE) project. The Study Area was defined along Yonge Street from Finch 
Avenue in the City of Toronto to Richmond Hill Centre Terminal at Highway 7 in the City of Richmond Hill, York Region. 
Notice to Proceed was given by the Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) (formerly known as the 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change) and Statement of Completion was issued in April 2009. 

In 2014, an EPR Addendum was carried out by the York Region Rapid Transit Corporation, in partnership with the 
Regional Municipality of York, Toronto Transit Commission (TTC), and the City of Toronto to assess the potential 
environmental impacts associated with the identified Train Storage Facility (TSF) location that would accommodate up 
to 14 trains within the vicinity of the Richmond Hill Centre. Statement of Completion was issued in November 2014.  

Subsequently in April 2019, the Government of Ontario announced a $28.5 billion expansion to Ontario’s transit 
network. This rapid transit project plan includes four (4) key initiatives including: the Ontario Line (OL), the Scarborough 
Subway Extension (SSE), the Eglinton West Extension (EWE), as part of the Eglinton Crosstown Light Rail Transit (ECLRT) 
Project, and the Yonge North Subway Extension (Figure A 1-1) from its current terminus at Finch Station in the City of 
Toronto to north of 16th Avenue in the City of Richmond Hill. 

Figure A 1-1: Ontario Rapid Transit Expansion Plan (source: Infrastructure Ontario - 2019)  
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A 1.1 Initial Business Case
Metrolinx published the Yonge North Subway Extension Initial Business Case (IBC) and accompanying supplementary 
analysis on March 18, 2021. The IBC demonstrates how the Yonge North Subway Extension will significantly reduce 
travel times, grow the number of people who use public transit and serve the heart of major growth centres in Toronto 
and York Region. The scope and key objectives of the IBC were as follows: 

 Document the details of the Project, as contemplated at the time it was brought under the management of 
Metrolinx; 

 Compare alternative alignments of the extension with a Business-As-Usual scenario; 
 Investigate and evaluate options that might have additional transit benefits and/or reduced capital or operating 

costs; and 
 Evaluate the performance of stations. 

The Yonge North Subway Extension will bring higher-order rapid transit closer to a large number of residents and jobs in 
the intensification areas along the corridor, while providing a seamless connection between those areas. The business 
case introduces innovative design options in order deliver the most benefits possible within the funding envelope of 
$5.6 billion. 

The IBC generally provides recommendations for next steps in the Metrolinx Business Case process. The IBC notes: 

 The Yonge North Subway Extension is one of four priority transit projects announced by the Government of 
Ontario, along with the Scarborough Subway Extension, the Ontario Line and the Eglinton Crosstown West 
Extension. The Ontario Line will provide relief to Line 1 by helping to spread demand across the transit network 
as it grows. The YNSE won’t come online until the Ontario Line goes into service. 

 The extension will bring rapid transit closer to residents’ destinations in the northern portions of Toronto and 
across York Region. The IBC highlights the need to prioritize access for bus passengers while focusing on walk-in 
access at each of the contemplated subway stations. 

 Next steps will include refining the design of the selected alternative engineering to maximize benefits and 
address risks, developing a Preliminary Design Business Case, seeking required Environmental Assessment Act 
approvals and proceeding toward delivery. 

A 1.2 Background 

A 1.2.1 2009 EPR 

The Yonge Subway Extension - Finch Station to Richmond Hill Centre Transit Project Assessment- Environmental Project 
Report (2009) included the assessment of approximately 6.8 km of subway alignment via twin-bored tunnel, six (6) 
subway stations, associated track work, one (1) major bus terminal, one (1) bus loop, four (4) traction power 
substations, six (6) emergency exit buildings (EEBs) and one (1) bridge structure. Figure A 1-2 provides a key map 
depicting the 2009 EPR scope (the red section of the proposed alignment is located in the City of Toronto; the blue 
section is located in York Region). 

In April 2009, MECP issued a Notice to Proceed in accordance with the proposed Project as documented in the 2009 
EPR. 
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Figure A 1-2: Finch Station to Richmond Hill Centre - 2009 YNSE EPR Scope 
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A 1.2.2 2014 EPR Addendum 

Subsequent to the 2009 EPR, an EPR Addendum was undertaken in 2014 to assess the potential environmental impacts 
associated with the following design changes:  

 Extension of the subway alignment to approximately 1 km north of the previously approved Richmond Hill 
Centre Station. 

 Underground Train Storage Facility (TSF) for 14 trains (Figure A 1-3) north of the previously approved Richmond 
Hill Centre Station; and  

 Two (2) Emergency Exit Buildings associated with the TSF. 

 

Figure A 1-3: Proposed Train Storage Facility Location - 2014 EPR Addendum 

A 1.3 Study Purpose – Current EPR Addendum 
Since the completion of the 2009 EPR and 2014 EPR Addendum, further changes to the proposed YNSE Project have 
been identified that will result in modifications to the plans presented in the previously approved 2009 EPR and 2014 
EPR Addendum. These changes are summarized in Section A 2.0 that follows. 

In accordance with Section 15 of O. Reg. 231/08, Metrolinx has determined that the changes to the Project (as described 
in Section 2 of the YNSE EPR Addendum document and within Section 2.0 below) are Significant and therefore 
necessitate completion of an EPR Addendum to: evaluate and document the updates to the Project description, update 
existing conditions, carry out associated environmental impact assessment studies, identify mitigation and monitoring 
requirements, and undertake public, stakeholder and Indigenous Nations consultation. 

Furthermore, as per Section 16 of O. Reg. 231/08, since the construction of the Project has not commenced within 10 
years of the issuance of the Statement of Completion (originally issued in 2009), Metrolinx is required to re-examine 
existing conditions as well as potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures documented in the previously 
approved EPR to ensure they are still valid and subsequently carry out additional environmental studies as appropriate. 
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A 1.4 Report Purpose
This report entails a review and update to existing conditions within the current EPR Addendum Study Area (contained 
within Part A) as well as an assessment of potential impacts and proposed mitigation measures and monitoring activities 
(contained within Part B) based on the currently proposed YNSE project components. 

The purpose of this Natural Environment Existing Conditions and Impact Assessment Report is two-fold: 

 Part A – provides a review of and outlines the natural environment (i.e., terrestrial and aquatic) existing 
conditions within and surrounding the Study Area; and 

 Part B - provides an assessment of potential impacts to the natural environment, proposed mitigation 
measures and monitoring activities based on the natural environment existing conditions and the currently 
proposed YNSE infrastructure components. 

A 1.5 Natural Heritage Policy Context 
Information pertaining to the natural heritage legislation, policies, and planning components relative to federal, 
provincial, and municipal sections associated with the Study Area are summarized in the sub-sections below. Metrolinx, 
as a Crown Agency of the Province of Ontario, is exempt from certain municipal processes and requirements. In these 
instances, Metrolinx will engage with the municipalities to incorporate municipal requirements as a best practice, where 
practical, and may obtain associated permits and approvals. In general, the Official Plans explained below all have 
policies and maps (schedules) which outline the policies protecting each delineated natural heritage system (NHS). The 
primary function and vision of the policies are to protect the features and encourage and protect the connectivity of the 
NHS locally and on the landscape scale. 

A 1.5.1 Species at Risk Act, 2002 (as amended) 

The purpose of the Species at Risk Act (SARA) is to prevent wildlife species in Canada from disappearing, to provide for 
the recovery of wildlife species, and to manage species to prevent further risk to their status. Only species listed as 
Threatened, Endangered, or Extirpated under Schedule 1 are afforded both individual and habitat protection under 
SARA on Federal lands and the following: 

 Migratory birds (i.e., those species listed under Article I of the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994) that also 
fall under Schedule 1 of SARA. This does not include the species’ critical habitat however does include 
residences of migratory birds which have residence descriptions; and 

 Aquatic species that fall under Schedule 1 of SARA. 

Applicability to the Project 
The proposed Project footprint is not located on federal lands; however, three (3) watercourses are present (i.e., Don 
River East Branch, Pomona Creek, and German Mills Creek). SARA applies to this Project with respect to federally listed 
aquatic SAR and federally listed migratory birds.  The Project will be required to achieve compliance under both 
Endangered Species Act (ESA, 2007) and SARA. 
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A 1.5.2 Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 (as amended) 

The federal Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA) was passed in 1917 and updated in 1994. The MBCA protects 
migratory bird populations by regulating potentially harmful anthropogenic activities. The MBCA and the Migratory 
Birds Regulations are federal legislative requirements that are binding on members of the public and all levels of 
government, including federal and provincial. 

Protected species are listed under Article I of the MBCA. These species are native or naturally occurring in Canada and 
are species that are known to occur regularly in Canada. The legislation protects certain species, controls the harvest of 
others, and prohibits the commercial sale of all species. As described in Section 6 of the associated Migratory Bird 
Regulations: 

“Subject to subsection 5(9), no person shall: 

(a) Disturb, destroy or take a nest, egg, nest shelter, Eider Duck shelter or duck box of a migratory bird, 
or 

(b) Have in his possession a live migratory bird, or a carcass, skin, nest or egg of a migratory bird except 
under authority of a permit therefor.” 

The “incidental take” of migratory birds and the disturbance, destruction or taking of the nest of a migratory bird is 
prohibited. No permit can be issued for the incidental take of migratory birds. 

Bird species not regulated under the MBCA include Rock Dove, American Crow, Brown-headed Cowbird, Common 
Grackle, House Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, and European Starling. Conversely, if the species identified is protected 
under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act, 2007 or Canada’s Species at Risk Act, 2002, additional restrictions may apply. 

Applicability to the Project 
The MBCA applies to all of Canada. As such, the MBCA applies to the entire Project footprint and Study Area. Therefore, 
if a protected species or their nest is encountered during Project activities, the Project must comply with the 
prohibitions of the MBCA. Tree removals should follow appropriate timing windows or Best Management Practices. 

A 1.5.3 Fisheries Act, 1985 (as amended) 

The federal Fisheries Act was established in 1985, with the most recent amendments coming into effect on 
August 28, 2019. The Fisheries Act provides protection to fish and fish habitat such that: 

“No person shall carry on any work, undertaking or activity that results in the harmful alteration, disruption or 
destruction of fish habitat” (Section 35 (1)). 

Fish habitat is defined by the Fisheries Act as:  

“water frequented by fish and any other areas on which fish depend directly or indirectly to carry out their life 
processes, including spawning grounds and nursery, rearing, food supply and migration areas” (Section 2 (1)). 

The Fisheries Act requires that any work, undertaking, or activity avoid harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of 
fish habitat (HADD) unless authorized by Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) (Fisheries Act Section 35.1). 
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Applicability to the Project 
The Fisheries Act governs all fish habitat (as defined above) within Canada. The Fisheries Act applies to the Project 
footprint and Study Area with respect to three (3) watercourses (i.e., Don River East Branch, Pomona Creek, and 
German Mills Creek). 

A 1.5.4 Endangered Species Act, 2007 (as amended) 

The Ontario Endangered Species Act (ESA) was passed into law in 2007 and came into effect on June 30, 2008. Under the 
ESA, there are more than 200 species in Ontario that are identified as Extirpated, Endangered, Threatened, or of Special 
Concern. Section 9 of the ESA generally prohibits the killing or harming of a Threatened or Endangered species. 
Section 10 of the ESA prohibits the damage or destruction of the habitat of all Endangered and Threatened species. 
“Habitat” is broadly characterized within the ESA as the area comprised of the habitat of the species or an area on which 
the species depends directly or indirectly, to carry on its life processes, including reproduction, rearing of young, 
hibernation, migration, or feeding. A permit, or authorization, for activities that would otherwise not be allowable under 
Sections 9 or 10 of the ESA can be obtained.  

In 2019 duties regarding administration of the ESA passed from MNRF to MECP. The act was amended, resulting in 
various changes in the governance and permitting in the ESA.   

Species at Risk (SAR) that are defined as species listed as either Threatened or Endangered provincially, as well as their 
habitat, are afforded protection under the Endangered Species Act (2007). Species listed as Special Concern Provincially 
are not afforded protection under the ESA but have been included should the status of these species change under the 
ESA (2007).  

Applicability to the Project 
The ESA is applicable to the Project if provincially listed SAR and their critical habitat (in the case of Extirpated, 
Endangered, and Threatened species) are present. A number of such provincially listed SAR have been identified as 
potentially impacted by the Project (discussed in Part B). As a result, the Project will be required to comply with the ESA 
requirements.   

A 1.5.5 Conservation Authorities Act, 1990 (as amended) 

The Conservation Authorities Act (CAA) authorizes the formation of conservation authorities in Ontario and addresses 
their roles, responsibilities, and governance in resource management and environmental protection. The purpose of the 
CAA is: 

“to provide for the organization and delivery of programs and services that further the conservation, 
restoration, development and management of natural resources in watersheds in Ontario.” 

Section 28 of the CAA sets out prohibited activities that include development in areas that could be unsafe for 
development because of natural processes associated with flooding or erosion, and interference with, or alterations to, 
watercourses, wetlands, or shorelines. 

Each of Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities has its own Section 28 Ontario Regulation (O. Reg.). The core mandate of 
conservation authorities is to undertake watershed-based programs to protect people and property from flooding and 
other natural hazards and conserve natural resources for economic, social, and environmental benefits (Conservation 
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Ontario 2019; 2021). In the Project area, the CAA is applied via TRCA: Regulation of Development, Interference with 
Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses O. Reg. 166/06. 

Applicability to the Project 
Proposed Project activities within the TRCA regulated area will primarily be below grade, with a proposed culvert 
replacement at German Mills Creek being a notable exception. Metrolinx will continue its consultation with the TRCA for 
the Project with regards to construction activities in regulated areas in relation to O. Reg. 166/06.   

A 1.5.6 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997 (as amended) 

The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act (FWCA), applies to ‘wildlife’ which is defined as: 

“an animal that belongs to a species that is wild by nature and includes game wildlife and specially protected 
wildlife” (Section 1 (1)).” 

Those species considered “specially protected wildlife” include those specially protected amphibians, birds, 
invertebrates, mammals, and reptiles, as identified within Schedules 6 to 11 under the FWCA. The FWCA is managed by 
the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (MNDMNRF) and applies to all wildlife as 
defined under the FWCA. In instances where wildlife will require collection or relocation at any point in the Project (i.e., 
through trapping/collection and relocation), permits and approvals under the FWCA may be required. 

Applicability to the Project 
The probability of wildlife being found in the Project footprint (and not leaving on their own accord) is low. However, in 
the case that any wildlife protected under the FWCA are present on site the FWCA will apply. 

A 1.5.7 Planning Act, 1990 (as amended) and the Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 

The Planning Act was passed into law in 1990 and was last amended in September 2019. The Planning Act is provincial 
legislation that sets out the ground rules for land use planning in Ontario. The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) is issued 
under Section 3 of the Planning Act by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH). The PPS came into effect 
in 1995 and has been amended several times since - in 1997, 2005, 2014, and 2019. The latest PPS came into effect on 
May 1, 2020. The PPS provides policy direction on matters of provincial interest related to land use planning and 
development (MMAH 2014). 

In Ontario, the long-term social and environmental health of the province is dependent on conserving biodiversity and 
protecting natural heritage and water resources, amongst others. The PPS defines seven (7) natural heritage features 
and provides planning policies for each under Natural Heritage, Policy 2.1. The Natural Heritage Reference Manual 
(MNR 2010) is a technical document used to help assess the seven (7) natural heritage features in addition to the 
MNRF’s (2015) Significant Wildlife Habitat Ecoregion Criteria Schedule for each respective ecoregion (e.g., 5E, 6E, and 
7E). Those natural heritage features identified within the PPS (MMAH 2014) include: 

 Significant wetlands (including coastal wetlands); 

 Significant habitat of endangered and threatened species; 

 Fish habitat; 

 Significant woodlands; 

 Significant valley lands; 
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Significant areas of natural and scientific interest (ANSI); and

 Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH). 

Each of these features is afforded varying levels of protection subject to guidelines and, in some cases, regulations. 
Municipalities are the primary lead for implementing provincial policies, such as the PPS and other planning-related 
policies, through their official plans. Generally, special buffers and studies are prescribed based on these natural 
heritage features and the land use proposed. 

Applicability to the Project 
Segment 3 of this Project which contains surface works associated with the TSF and EEB works associated with Segment 
2 may result in alteration to natural heritage features under the Planning Act. Compliance with the PPS Policy 2.1 should 
be confirmed at detailed design. 

A 1.5.8 York Region Official Plan, 2010 (as amended) 

The York Region Council adopted the current York Region Official Plan, 2010 (YROP) in 2009; the MMAH approved the 
YROP in 2010. The YROP currently includes six (6) amendments, the most recent adopted on February 20, 2014. The 
policies of the YROP guide new planning and development in York Region. The north end of the Study Area, which is 
located in the Region, is primarily designated Urban Area in Map 1 ‘Regional Structure’ outside of the Greenbelt Plan 
and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan. The Project is symbolized as ‘Regional Corridor’ and as ‘Subway/Subway 
Extension’ until 16th Avenue in Map 1. A few sections along the existing Study Area are designated as Regional 
Greenlands System (Greenlands; the Regions Natural Heritage System). The northernmost location is the riparian 
corridor associated with German Mills Creek, where the existing rail corridor crosses 16th Avenue. Pomona Creek, which 
crosses the Project at Yonge Street and the 407 Express Toll Route (ETR), is also designated Greenlands. Lastly, the 
location where the Don River East Branch crosses Yonge Street is also a part of the Greenlands. As part of the Greenland 
areas, Woodlands is identified on Map 5 ‘Woodlands’. No Environmentally Significant Areas, ANSIs, and Key Hydrologic 
Features occur in the Study Area in the Official Plan mapping. 

York Region includes the Town of Richmond Hill, the City of Markham, and the City of Vaughan in the Study Area. These 
three (3) municipalities have their own Official Plans, which are discussed below. 

A 1.5.9 Richmond Hill Official Plan, 2010 (as amended) 

The Richmond Hill Council adopted the current Richmond Hill Official Plan in July 2010. The Richmond Hill Official Plan 
was later modified by York Region Council on May 19, 2011, and the Ontario Municipal Board partially approved it on 
January 23, 2018. The north end of the Study Area, located in Richmond Hill, falls into several lands uses, as indicated on 
Schedule A2 “Land Use”. The Urban Structure includes Utility Corridor, Parkwaybelt West, Richmond Hill Centre, Key 
Development Area, the Greenway System and neighbourhood. Natural Core (NHS) also occurs as a Land Use and 
contains Significant Woodlands. The woodlot at the corner of High Tech Road and Yonge Street, as well as the 
residential woodlot between the houses on Boyle Drive and Yonge Street, are considered Significant Woodlands within 
the Natural Core. The Natural Core areas are the riparian corridors associated with German Mills Creek, where the 
existing rail corridor crosses 16th Avenue and Pomona Creek, which crosses the Project at Yonge Street and 407 ETR. 

Lastly, the Key Development Area is Yonge Street and 16th Avenue intersection area. It will be an intensification area and 
major node of retail and commercial development on the Yonge Street Regional Rapid Transit corridor. A draft 
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Secondary Plan and draft Implementing Zoning By-law have been prepared and should be included in planning 
considerations. 

A 1.5.10 City of Markham Official Plan, 2014 (as amended) 

For the City of Markham, the most western city boundary is Yonge Street, and the most southern city boundary is 
Steeles Avenue East. Meaning, any activities on the east side of Yonge Street north of Steeles Avenue East and south of 
407 ETR will be subject to the City of Markham’s Official Plan. 

The new City of Markham Official Plan provides a vision for growth in Markham to 2031, based on the principles of 
protecting the natural environment and agricultural lands, building healthy communities, increasing travel options and 
maintaining a strong economy. The 2014 City of Markham Official Plan was adopted by Council on December 10, 2013, 
and approved by York Region on 12 June 12, 2014. 

The 2014 City of Markham Official Plan has been appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board and is not fully in force. On 
November 24, 2017, the Ontario Municipal Board issued a Partial Approval Order, which was updated on April 9, 2018, 
by the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal, bringing parts of this Plan into force. Until a Tribunal decision to approve all or 
part of the 2014 City of Markham Official Plan has been made, the 1987 Official Plan will continue to remain in force. 

Schedule ‘A Land Use, of the 1987 City of Markham Official Plan, indicates that the four (4) types of Land Use occur in 
the Study Area. Urban Residential and Commercial are the dominant uses, followed by Cemetery and Hazard Lands. 
Hazard Lands are the watercourses Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek and are part of an Environmental 
Protection Area (Valleylands) and an Activity Linkage corridor. The 2014 Official Plan terminology will be updated, and 
these lands will be called ‘Greenway’ (the term for the NHS). 

A 1.5.11 City of Vaughan Official Plan, 2010 (as amended) 

For the City of Vaughan, the most eastern city boundary is Yonge Street, and the most southern city boundary is Steeles 
Avenue East. Meaning, any activities on the west side of Yonge Street north of Steeles Avenue East and south of the 407 
ETR will be subject to the City of Vaughan’s Official Plan. 

The City of Vaughan undertook an ambitious three-year project to create a new Official Plan as part of the City's 
integrated Growth Management Strategy. On September 7, 2010, Council adopted a new Official Plan and endorsed 
with modifications by the Region of York on June 28, 2012. It was appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board and has 
subsequently received partial approval. It addresses all elements of effective, sustainable, and successful city-building 
while managing projected growth to 2031. 

Schedule 13 Land Use of the Official Plan indicates Natural Areas, Parks, Private Open Spaces, Low-Rise Residential, Low-
Rise Mixed-Use, Mid-Rise Mixed-Use, and the Yonge Street Corridor Secondary Plan area. The Natural Areas is 
designated as Core Features (the City’s NHS) on Schedule 2 Natural Heritage Network and is associated with the Don 
River East Branch and The Thornhill Club. Additionally, the City of Vaughan’s Official Plan Schedule 4 Oak Ridges 
Moraine Conservation Plan & Greenbelt Plan Areas indicates this section of Don River East Branch in the Study Area is 
considered a Greenbelt Plan External Linkage. 
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A 1.5.12 City of Toronto Official Plan, 2019 (as amended) 

The remainder of the Study Area south of Steeles Avenue East falls within the City of Toronto, including the ROW on the 
north side of Steeles Avenue East. The City of Toronto Official Plan is intended to ensure that the City of Toronto 
evolves, improves and realizes its full potential in transit, land use development, and the environment. The most recent 
City of Toronto Official Plan consolidation of Chapters 1 to 5 and Schedules 1 to 4 is in effect as of February 2019. The 
most recent consolidation of Chapters 6 and 7 is in effect as of June 2015. 

Map 16 Land Use Plan designates the Study Area directly adjacent to Yonge Street as Mixed Use Areas. Beyond the 
Mixed Use Areas, the Map indicates Neighbourhoods, Parks, Other Open Space Areas, and a Utility Corridor. No Natural 
Areas (the City’s NHS) are indicated in the Study Area. 

Applicability to the Project
The lands surrounding the Don River East Branch and some of its tributaries have been identified and designated as part 
of the NHS for four (4) of the five (5) Municipal and Regional Official Plans that occur in the area (the City of Toronto 
being the one that does not designate this area as part of the NHS). These natural heritage features are connected to 
other natural heritage features and provide linkages that facilitate wildlife movement. 

Exemptions for infrastructure development typically exist in Official Plans, and as the Official Plans designate the section 
of Yonge Street as a Subway extension, it is not expected these policies will hinder the progress.  

For any works taking place within the NHS where impacts to NHS may occur, Metrolinx will implement appropriate 
natural environment mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate the potential impacts (further discussed in Part B).   
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A 2.0 Update to the Project Description 

A 2.1 Summary of Design Changes
This section provides a detailed description of the changes to the YNSE Project since completion of the 2009 EPR and 
2014 EPR Addendum. Table A 2-1 provides a high-level overview depicting the 2009 EPR project components, 2014 EPR 
Addendum project components, and currently proposed YNSE project components for comparison purposes.  

A 2.2 EPR Addendum Study Area 
The YNSE EPR Addendum Study Area generally encompasses the proposed project components (i.e., subway alignment, 
Stations, Train Storage Facility, launch and extraction shafts, and related ancillary components) and extends 
approximately 9 kms in length, commencing at the existing Finch Station along the existing Line 1 Yonge–University in 
the City of Toronto, and extends northerly through the City of Vaughan (to the west) and City of Markham (to the east), 
to Moonlight Lane (just north of the proposed TSF) in the City of Richmond Hill, York Region. 

A 30 m buffer was applied to the proposed alignment to delineate a sufficient EPR Addendum Study Area to 
comprehensively document existing environmental conditions beyond the scope of this report. The YNSE EPR 
Addendum Study Area Key Map is included as Figure A 2-1. 

With respect to this Natural Environment Report, the Natural Environment Study Area (the Study Area) fully 
encompasses the EPR Addendum Study Area, as defined above. The Study Area has been defined as the Project 
footprint (based on the currently available conceptual design information) plus a 120 m buffer (Figure A 2-2), as 
recommended by the Natural Heritage Reference Manual for Natural Heritage Policies of the Provincial Policy 
Statement, 2005 (MNR 2010). However, it is important to note that a number of the secondary source data search areas 
extend well beyond the Study Area (e.g., wildlife atlases, such as the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas use a 10 km grid 
system, as illustrated in Figure A 2-3). 

Additionally, in order to ensure any potential impacts relating to Species at Risk were identified, this report incorporates 
text and findings from the OneT+ (2021) Preliminary Screening for Species at Risk Memorandum which applies a 300 m 
buffer to the Project footprint (hereafter “SAR Desktop Study Area”). Due to the extent of the SAR Desktop Study Area, 
not all records can be directly correlated to a single Study Area Segment. Project Segments are identified in the 
following sub-sections (i.e., Sections A 1.1.1, A 2.2.2, and A 2.2.3). 

For reporting purposes and to better characterize the findings of the various environmental and technical studies, the 
EPR Addendum Study Area was further sub-divided into three (3) geographic segments. The three (3) break lines for the 
Segments remain consistent between the EPR Addendum Study Area and the Natural Environment Study Area. 
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is 
lo

ca
tio

n 
ra

ng
es

 fr
om

 a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

40
 to

 5
0 

m
 b

el
ow

 th
e 

ex
ist

in
g 

gr
ou

nd
 su

rf
ac

e,
 to

 a
cc

ou
nt

 fo
r t

un
ne

lin
g 

so
ut

h 
of

 th
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ra
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 c
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at
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 p
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 c
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 p
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 b
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ra
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at
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Figure A 2-1: YNSE EPR Addendum Study Area Key Map 
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A 2.2.1 Segment 1 – Finch Station to Clark Station (Below Grade) 

Segment 1 starts at the existing Finch Station and traverses northward to the proposed Clark Station. It should be noted 
that this segment is inclusive of the proposed Clark Station and also includes the proposed Cummer Station, Cummer 
Station Bus Loop, Steeles Station, and Steeles Station Bus Terminal. The entirety of the alignment in this segment will be 
below grade. At Steeles Avenue, the Project Study Area crosses the boundary between the City of Toronto and York 
Region, following which Yonge Street divides the City of Vaughan to the west and the City of Markham to the east. 

A 2.2.2 Segment 2 – Clark Station to Portal/Launch Shaft (Below Grade) 

Segment 2 starts just beyond the limits of the proposed Clark Station and extends northward to the proposed portal 
structure and launch shaft location, just south of Langstaff Road East within the City of Markham. It should be noted 
that this segment is inclusive of the entirety of the proposed portal and launch shaft footprint area, extending north to 
the proposed Bridge Station and west from the CN rail corridor towards Ruggles Avenue. It also includes the proposed 
Royal Orchard Station. This segment of the alignment runs below grade until it reaches the tunnel portal, where it 
emerges to the surface. Just north of Langstaff Road East, south of the 407 ETR, the Project Study Area crosses into the 
City of Richmond Hill within York Region. 

A 2.2.3 Segment 3 – Portal/Launch Shaft to Moonlight Lane (At Grade) 

Segment 3 starts just beyond the limits of the proposed portal and launch shaft location, south of the proposed Bridge 
Station, and traverses northward to Moonlight Lane which marks the northernmost Study Area limit. This segment, 
located within the City of Richmond Hill, also includes the proposed High Tech Station and proposed TSF. The entirety of 
Segment 3 is planned to be at grade.  



TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICES FOR THE 
YONGE NORTH SUBWAY EXTENSION EPR ADDENDUM

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT EXISTING CONDITIONS & IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT REPORT 

219214Y-OTP-ENV-RPT-00007 - 
Natural Environment Existing Conditions_Rev0 Part A - Page 25 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

A 3.0 Existing Conditions 

A 3.1 Purpose
The purpose of Part A of this report is to provide a description of the existing conditions within the YSNE EPR Addendum 
Study Area. The existing conditions data has been divided into five (5) categories: natural heritage features, vegetation 
and vegetation communities, wildlife, fish and fish habitat, and Species at Risk. These categories and the standard 
methods used to document them are briefly described below. Each of these categories are discussed with respect to the 
three (3) Study Area segments detailed in Sections A 3.3 through A 3.5. 

Throughout this report, scientific names of species are excluded from the text apart from some situations where they 
are provided for clarity. All species names, common and scientific, are provided in the species lists included in 
Appendix B. 

A 3.1.1 Natural Heritage Features 

Natural heritage features are natural resources that support key ecological processes, e.g., forests, watercourses, 
wetlands, and regenerating fields. Natural heritage features include ecosystems delineated by provincial agencies such 
as Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs), ANSIs, Environmentally Significant Areas, and Conservation Authority 
regulation limits and systems identified in the municipal official plans such as the Greenlands System of York Region. 

A 3.1.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

Vegetation communities are classified according to the Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario (Lee et al. 
1998, 2009). Ecological Land Classification (ELC) uses a methodology that was developed through a cooperative pilot 
project among the ELC program, Credit Valley Conservation, the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC), the Forest 
Resource Inventory Section of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and Jane Bowles (a private consultant). 
It was developed to meet the current needs of ecosystem management and ecological land-use planning (Lee et al. 
1998). To support vegetation community classifications, a detailed list of vegetation species is recorded to assist with 
further analysis of ecological conditions. 

Part A of this report is based on a combination of OneT+ 2021 field investigations data and desktop studies. A plant 
species list is provided in Appendix B – Table B-1. 

A 3.1.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat  

Wildlife inventories are typically gathered through the completion of numerous targeted field studies which are based 
on standardized methodology and guidelines; e.g., anuran call surveys according to the Ontario Marsh Monitoring 
Program (BSC et al. 2008a), breeding bird surveys according to a standardized point count system, bat habitat surveys 
according to MNRF’s (2017) Recommended Survey Method for SAR Bats within Treed Habitats (pers. comm. from Aurora 
District MNDMNRF), and fish community sampling according to MTO’s (2020) Interim Environmental Guide For Fisheries. 
Furthermore, these targeted field investigations must be completed during specific times of year (i.e., timing windows) 
in order to capture data effectively. 

Wildlife field investigations have been completed by OneT+ as necessary. Data presented in Sections A 3.3 through A 
3.5 is derived from a combination of field investigations and secondary sources. 
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Wildlife habitat was delineated by review of Ecological Land Classification information.  

A 3.1.4 Surface Water 

The surface water discussed herein is a high-level summary of watercourse and waterbodies within the Study Area. This 
data is non-exhaustive as it does not capture all drainage features or their crossing locations along the entire length of 
the Study Area, but instead focuses on those waterbodies that provide direct and indirect fish habitat. 

A 3.1.5 Fish and Fish Habitat  

Fish and fish habitat conditions for this Project were assessed in accordance with the Ontario Ministry of 
Transportation’s (MTO 2020) Interim Environmental Guide For Fisheries. The guide was developed to provide detailed 
guidance to meet the requirements of the MTO/DFO/MNRF Protocol for Protecting Fish and Fish Habitat on Provincial 
Transportation Undertakings (Fisheries Protocol). It outlines the steps of the Fisheries Protocol, including the use of best 
management practices, the requirements of a fisheries assessment and how to submit a request for review to the DFO. 

Aquatic field investigations have been completed by OneT+ as necessary, as access and weather conditions allowed. 
Data presented in Sections A 3.3 through A 3.5 is derived from a combination of field investigations and secondary 
sources. 

A 3.1.6 Species at Risk 

Desktop resources as identified in Sections A 3.2.1 and A 3.2.3 were used, supplemented by field investigations 
identified in Section A 3.2.4, to determine the potential presence of SAR within each SAR Desktop Study Area Segment. 
It is important to note that a number of the background information search areas are much larger than the Study Area; 
e.g., NHIC uses a 1 km grid system, and the atlases (i.e., Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, Ontario Reptile and Amphibian 
Atlas, Atlas of the Mammals of Ontario, and Ontario Butterfly Atlas) use a 10 km grid system. With respect to wildlife 
atlas data, Segment 1 is bisected by two (2) 10 km2 grid squares (illustrated in Figure A 2-3, as such, the wildlife data for 
Segment 1 includes occurrences within 200 km2, while Segment 2 and Segment 3 include occurrences from the same 
100 km2. For this reason, the probabilities provided in Sections A 3.3 through A 3.5 and identified in Figure A 2-3 are 
based on an assessment of each species’ habitat preferences/needs in conjunction with background information 
collected. The probabilities of occurrence are defined as ‘Confirmed’, ‘High’, ‘Moderate’, ‘Low’, and ‘None’ and are 
based on the following definitions: 

 Confirmed: Documented record of a SAR within the defined SAR Desktop Study Area and observed during field 
investigations. 

 High: Those species recorded in the regional vicinity of the Project (typically within 10 km and recorded in the 
past 20 years) whose preferred habitat is abundant within the SAR Desktop Study Area. Species with a high 
probability of occurrence would be expected to breed within or frequently use the habitats available within 
the SAR Desktop Study Area. 

 Moderate: Those species recorded in the vicinity of the Project (typically within 10 km and recorded in the past 
20 years) whose preferred habitat is limited within the SAR Desktop Study Area. Species with moderate 
probabilities of occurrence may not occur within the proposed SAR Desktop Study Area frequently, but may 
intermittently use it for foraging, migration, or movement to other parts of their home-range. 

 Low: Those species recorded in the vicinity of the proposed Project (typically within 10 km and recorded in the 
past 20 years) whose preferred habitat does not occur or is extremely limited within the SAR Desktop Study 
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Area. These species may intermittently move through the SAR Desktop Study Area but are unlikely to become 
permanent resident and as such, are not discussed further in the report. 

 None: Those species whose preferred habitat is completely absent from the SAR Desktop Study Area and may 
only migrate intermittently through. The recorded presence of a specific species must be viewed in 
conjunction with existing habitat conditions (e.g., watercourses that are now dry or ephemeral cannot be 
expected to support the same fisheries community that they may have in the past). As such, records/element 
occurrences do not confirm or necessarily indicate species presence within the SAR Desktop Study Area.  

For an all-inclusive summary of SAR probability of occurrence over the geographic extent of the Project refer to 
Appendix A. Please note that SAR with no known occurrence in the SAR Desktop Study Area have not been assessed 
further in this report. Additionally, note that mapping showing the location of SAR occurrences has been intentionally 
excluded from this report as this information is sensitive in nature and not available for public release. 

A 3.2 Methodology 
This section provides an overview of the methodology followed to collect and document natural environment existing 
conditions information within the Study Area (acknowledging that many resources include data for the surrounding area 
(i.e., 1 km x 1 km and 10 km x 10 km atlas grids). The Study Area has been defined as the Project footprint (based on the 
currently available conceptual design information) plus a 120 m buffer, as recommended by the Natural Heritage 
Reference Manual for Natural Heritage Policies of the Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 (MNR 2010). Where applicable, 
data sources have been illustrated in Figure A 2-3. 

A 3.2.1 Review of Background Information 

Background information was reviewed from the following sources: 

 Project-specific Reports: 

o Yonge Subway Extension – Finch Station to Richmond Hill Centre, Transit Project Assessment: 
Environmental Project Report (2009 EPR); 

o Yonge Subway Extension Conceptual Design and Functional Planning Study: Natural Environment Report 
(Ecoplans Ltd. 2009); and 

o Yonge Subway Extension – Finch Station to Richmond Hill Centre, Transit Project Assessment: Train Storage 
Facility EPR Addendum (2014 EPR Addendum). 

 Adjacent or Overlapping Project Reports: 

o Natural Heritage Report: Improvements to 16th Avenue (Y.R.73) from Yonge Street (Y.R. 1) to Woodbine 
Avenue (Y.R. 8) York Region Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study (LGL 2018); and 

o Natural Sciences Report. Yonge Street Transitway from Steeles Avenue to 19th Avenue/Gamble Road. 
Individual Environmental Assessment (LGL 2005). 

A 3.2.2 Data Gap Analysis 

A review of available background information (e.g., previously completed studies and/or reports) was undertaken to 
identify any relevant data gaps. This data gap analysis identified areas where data was non-existent from previous 
studies, and/or new data needed to be collected, and/or existing available data required review and updates or 
augmentation. 
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A key finding of the data gap analysis undertaken was that the vast majority of data available from previously completed 
studies in the vicinity of the Study Area is greater than five (5) years old. As a result, field investigations were also 
completed as required. Field data is a primary source of information and will augment the older secondary source data 
presented within this report. Together, both the field data and data gathered from other desktop resources will inform 
the subsequent impact assessment phase of the Project. 

A 3.2.3 Desktop Data Collection 

Data was collected from the following sources and utilized for purposes of documenting existing conditions within 
the Study Area: 

TRCA data in the vicinity of the Project;

o Data received from TRCA included: flora and fauna records from TRCA field investigations, ELC data, 
natural cover, and geology. 

 Information related to Redside Dace provided by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO 2021) 

 Open source data from Municipal Official Plans: 

o The Regional Municipality of York Official Plan (as amended) (York Region 2019); 
o Richmond Hill Official Plan (as amended) (Richmond Hill 2010); 
o City of Markham Official Plan (as amended) (City of Markham 2014); 
o City of Vaughan Official Plan (as amended) (City of Vaughan 2010);  
o City of Toronto Official Plan (as amended) (City of Toronto 2019); and 
o Richmond Hill Centre Secondary Plan (2021).   

 Other open source data: 

o Land Information Ontario (LIO), including delineation of PSWs; 
o MNDMNRF NHIC database (MNRF 2019; 1 km x 1 km grid delineated with identifications numbers in 

Figure A 3-1 - Figure A 3-7. 
o MNDMNRF GeoHub LIO (LIO) Aquatic Resource Area (ARA) Database (Ministry of Northern Development, 

Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry, 2021) 
o TRCA Watershed Fish Community Datasets – Open Data Portal. 
o Ontario Breeding Birds Atlas (2001-2005) (BSC et al. 2008b; 10 km x 10 km grid 17PJ25 and 17PJ24); 
o Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas (Ontario Nature 2020; 10 km x 10 km grid 17PJ25 and 17PJ24);  
o Ontario Butterfly Atlas (TEA 2018; 10 km x 10 km grid 17PJ25 and 17PJ24);  
o Atlas of the Mammals of Ontario (Dobbyn 1994); 
o Bat Conservation International Inc. (BCI 2019);  
o Aquatic Species at Risk (SAR) Mapping (DFO 2020); 
o eBird (eBird 2020); and 
o iNaturalist (which includes observations reported on the Ontario Nature Herps of Ontario website) 

(iNaturalist 2020). 

 Environmental guides and reference manuals: 

o Natural Heritage Reference Manual for Natural Heritage Policies of the Provincial Policy Statement, Second 
Edition (MNR 2010); 

o Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario (Lee et al. 2009); and  
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o Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide (MNR 2000). 

 Other online resources: 

o Endangered Species Act (ESA) Online Portal; 
o Species at Risk Act (SARA) Public Registry; and 
o Aerial photography/imagery. 

Information gathered from these data sources which details the natural heritage features present within the Study Area 
was mapped in Figure A 3-1 - Figure A 3-7. 

A 3.2.4 Field Investigations 

As described in Section A 3.2 above, it’s important to note that in many cases the specific location of a record is 
unknown because it is part of a larger data set (e.g., the record belongs to a 1 km x 1 km grid square or a 10 km x 10 km 
grid square). Consequently, the completion of field investigations was recommended to confirm and supplement 
desktop research and other available data, as necessary. OneT+ field investigations were carried out, outlined in Table A 
3-1. During all surveys, OneT+ biologists documented all incidental observations of flora and fauna.  

Table A 3-1: Summary of OneT+ 2021 Field Investigations 

Survey Type Date Time 
(24 hour) Weather 

Vegetation Inventory and Classification 
(Ecological Land Classification)

April 15, 2021 
August 5, 2021 

~9:00 - 17:00 
~9:00 - 17:00 

7°C - 8°C, no rain 
24°C - 26°C, no rain

Anuran Call Survey May 13, 2021 
June 15, 2021 

21:00 - 22:40 
20:30 - 21:48 

14°C - 11°C, no rain, wind 0-1 
23°C - 16°C, no rain, wind 2-4 

Reconnaissance for SAR and SAR Habitat 
June 15, 2021 
July 5, 2021 

~18:00 - 20:20 
~19:00 – 21:40 

23°C, no rain, wind 2-4
27°C - 24°C, light rain started at 21:40, 

wind 1-2 

Breeding Bird Survey June 22, 2021  
July 6, 2021 

5:33 – 7:34 
5:33 – 7:58 

12°C, no rain, wind 1-3
24°C - 25°C, no rain, wind 0-1 

Fish Habitat Assessment September 18, 
2021 

~9:00 - 17:00 18°C - 24°C, no rain 

Notes
Anuran Call Surveys were not completed during the first window (i.e., 1-15 April) due to lack of site access, and some survey locations were changed for 

the third window due to site access. 
Vegetation Inventory and Classification Surveys completed on April 15, 2021 were conducted from the road right-of-ways and CN corridor. 
Point locations for Anuran Call Surveys and Breeding Bird Surveys are shown in Appendix C. 

Vegetation Inventory and Classification (Ecological Land Classification) 

During vegetation inventory and classification field investigations, ELC delineation was completed and was compared to 
the TRCA 2017 and 2014 EPR Addendum delineations. The Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario: First 
Approximation and Its Application (Lee et al. 1998) was used to assess ELC communities on site. Generally, communities 
at least 0.5 hectares (ha) in size are mapped following ELC protocols, sometimes smaller communities are mapped if 
their significance is high or are considered unique (e.g., wetlands or remnant prairie patches). During the vegetation 
inventory and classification, natural heritage features (e.g., wetlands and significant woodlands) are documented. 
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Anuran Call Survey

The protocol for anuran call surveys, is outlined in Bird Studies Canada et al. (2008a) Marsh Monitoring Program 
Participant’s Handbook For Surveying Amphibians which states three surveys should be completed during the following 
date ranges: April 1-15; May 1-15; and June 1-15 with one survey required during each date range. 
 
For this Project, anuran call surveys were completed as outlined in Table A 3-1, near habitats with potential to support 
anurans (e.g., areas suspected of containing vernal pools or man-made water structures). Surveys were conducted at 
nine (9) locations (Appendix C - Figure C1) in accordance with the Bird Studies Canada et al. (2008a) Marsh Monitoring 
Program Participant’s Handbook For Surveying Amphibians by biologists skilled in identifying anurans by sound. The 
anuran call surveys involved the surveyor standing at each station and listening for three (3) minutes for anuran calls. All 
calling activity is ranked using one of the following three abundance code categories: 

 Level 1: indicates that individuals can be counted, and calls are not simultaneous; 
 Level 2: indicates that calls are still distinguishable with some simultaneous calling; and 
 Level 3: indicates a full chorus where calls are continuous and overlapping. 

Reconnaissance for SAR and SAR Habitat 

In conjunction with other field investigations, two (2) site visits included targeted surveys for SAR and SAR habitat. 
Surveys were targeted at Peregrine Falcon, Chimney Swift, and bat SAR. On June 15, 2021, four (4) locations within 
Project Segment 1 were surveyed for Peregrine Falcon activity. At each location, for a minimum of 20 minutes, the sky 
and tall buildings were searched (with binoculars when necessary). On July 6, 2021, two (2) locations within Project 
Segment 1 were surveyed for Chimney Swift. These areas were selected based on the identification of potential 
Chimney Swift habitat during previous field investigation. As per the Ontario SwiftWatch Protocol (Birds Canada 2020), 
surveys started 30 minutes before sunset at a safe location in a public area. The protocol suggests that surveys stop 
15 minutes after the last Chimney Swift has entered the chimney, or until it becomes too dark to count. 

Breeding Bird Survey 

Breeding bird surveys were conducted following the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas Protocol (2001). The protocol requires 
the observer to record all the birds seen and heard at a point count station during a specified time period (5 minutes for 
the atlas; 10-minute surveys were completed for this Project). Surveys are to be conducted between dawn and 
approximately 5 hours after dawn 10 days apart between 24 May and 10 July in good weather. Stations should be 
approximately 300 m apart, adjusted for habitat (e.g., smaller radii in loud areas or densely forested areas).  

Surveys were completed within the breeding bird season, in June and July 2021 (Table A 3-1) at eight (8) point count 
stations (Appendix C - Figure C-2). The surveys documented visual and auditory observations of birds. Visual 
observations included bird behaviours indicative of nesting activity. Auditory observations (e.g., singing, calling, etc.) 
were noted for all species as certain behaviours are suggestive of breeding in the area (e.g., agitated behaviour, anxiety 
calls, mobbing, etc.). 

Fish Habitat Assessment

In permanent waterbodies, like those found within the Study Area (i.e., Don River East Branch, Pomona Creek, and 
German Mills Creek), the standard timing for fish habitat assessments is July/August (summer) as visibility and access 
are typically ideal and biotic features of the habitat are present. Surveys during low flow periods (e.g., late summer/fall, 
sometimes winter) are beneficial to assess presence, quality, connectivity, and fish use of refuge habitats that have little 
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to no base flows or minimal depths seasonally, and to assess presence of barriers that are only present during lower 
water levels (MTO 2020).  

The purpose of the assessment is to capture a detailed description of the habitat attributes and functions and assess 
habitat characteristics and their potential use by the fish community within the watercourse (MTO 2020). Clear 
documentation of the characteristics of the fish habitat is required to ensure that the potential impacts of the Project 
can be comprehensively identified and addressed early in the process to guide design decisions. This information is 
ultimately required to ensure a defensible determination as to the likelihood of the project causing the death of fish or 
HADD of fish habitat (MTO 2020). 

In cases where fisheries data is unknown, it is the responsibility of the fisheries assessment specialist to develop an 
appropriate sampling plan to determine species presence and habitat use within the Project area (MTO 2020). As fish 
community data for all three (3) watercourses less than 10 years old is available (GeoHub 2020), a sampling program 
was not necessary for this Project. 

Fish habitat assessments were completed for this Project on September 18, 2021, according to the protocol described 
by the MTO’s (2020) Interim Environmental Guide For Fisheries. To the extent possible, fish habitat was assessed 
0 - 50 m upstream and 0 – 200 m downstream of the YNSE alignment crossings.  

A 3.3 Segment 1 – Finch Station to Clark Station 
Study Area Segment 1 extends from Finch Station to Clark Station (as illustrated in Figure A 2-2). 

A 3.3.1 Natural Heritage Features 

The current physical environment of the Segment 1 is entirely urban, and the Study Area is dominated by residential and 
commercial buildings. There is one (1) small piece of a polygon designated as York Region Woodland within Segment 1 
of the Study Area. The polygon designated as York Region Woodland was incorporated from provincial data. The 
provincial data lists this polygon as a hedgerow. Hedgerows, by definition, are planted shrubs and trees forming a 
‘fence’. Typically, in provincial mapping hedgerows are extensions of woodland patches, and similarly in the YROP 2010 
hedgerow delineation is described as continuous with woodlands and have a minimum average width of at least 40 m or 
a length to width ratio of 3 to 1 or less. Vegetation inventory and classification field investigations completed on 
April 15, 2021 and August 5, 2021 documented existing conditions with respect to vegetation communities and natural 
heritage features.  

The natural heritage data for Segment 1 from secondary sources is mapped in Figure A 3-1 - Figure A 3-3. 

A 3.3.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

During 2021 OneT+ field investigation and 2003 field investigations as reported by LGL Limited Environmental Research 
Associates (2005), a total of 100 vegetation species were recorded within Segment 1. A vegetation species list, compiled 
from multiple sources, is provided in Appendix B – Table B-1. Species are described by their L-rank, a ranking system 
used by the TRCA to assess the rarity of species found within their jurisdiction. Higher numbers indicate more common 
species, with L5 being the most common and L1 being the least. L+ species are introduced. The following is a brief 
summary of the vegetation species recorded: 

 The majority of the species (94) recorded were ranked L5 or L+; i.e., secure throughout the region or 
introduced, respectively, or were not identified to species level. 
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 Two (2) species, Flat-stemmed Spikerush and Mugo Pine, have not been assigned a L-Rank by TRCA, Greater 
Toronto Region, or York Region. The spikerush is widespread but local in southern Ontario, meaning that the 
species is locally abundant, typically in alvars (NHIC database). It is likely not assigned a rank by TRCA as 
appropriate habitat for the species does not occur in the watershed. While this species can be found along 
roadsides in certain locations, spikerush species can be difficult to identify, and this record may be a case of 
misidentification. Mugo Pine was noted as a planted tree during 2021 field investigations. This species is not 
assigned an L-Rank as it is not known to grow outside of cultivation in the area. 

 Two (2) species, Ground Juniper and Tower-mustard were ranked L3; i.e., species of regional conservation 
concern. Ground Juniper (reported as Juniperus communis) is abundant in the horticulture trade and 
frequently used as a shrub planting in gardens. As there are no natural heritage features within Segment 1, it is 
likely this species was not naturally occurring. Tower-mustard is provincially and globally secure and 
considered widespread in southern Ontario in roadsides and waste places. NHIC reports that this species is 
quite likely both native and introduced in Ontario. 

Two (2) species, Freeman’s Maple and Broad-leaf Cattail are ranked L4; i.e., species of conservation concern 
within the urban area. Freeman’s Maple was observed as a planted species, while Broad-leaf Cattail was 
observed in small ditch features.  

Where available, vegetation communities in Segment 1, documented by OneT+ desktop and field studies are mapped in 
Figure A 3-8 to Figure A 3-10. Vegetation communities reported by OneT+ in the Study Area Segment 1 include the 
following: 

 Cultural Woodland (CUW) this community is located along Drewry Avenue on the west side of Yonge Street. 
The CUW is dominated by non-native plant species and has patchy to approximately 60% canopy coverage. 
Norway Maple, Black Locust, Siberian Elm, and Manitoba Maple dominant the canopy, sub-canopy, and 
understory. Common Buckthorn is abundant throughout the sub-canopy and understory. Cool season grasses, 
goldenrods, and Wild Carrot comprise the ground flora and Virginia Creeper is abundant throughout.  

 Cultural Plantation (CUP) occurs on the north side of the CN Rail tracks and west side of Yonge Street. The CUP 
is captured as a York Region Woodland (based on the Provincial Wooded Area Dataset as a hedgerow). The 
CUP is continuous with Cultural Thicket to the south and therefore was delineated. The CUP is planted 
ornamental trees (e.g., Colorado Blue Spruce, Norway Maple).  

 Cultural Thicket (CUT) occurs along the north and south sides of the CN Rail corridor. This community is 
comprised of successional species and species which persist in high levels of disturbance. 

A 3.3.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

Terrestrial wildlife species that may be found within Study Area Segment 1 are primarily those that are common to the 
region and adapted to a disturbed urban environment (e.g., Grey Squirrel, Raccoon, and small rodents). Based on review 
of available background information, species of special concern that may be found within Segment 1 include Common 
Nighthawk, Eastern Wood Pewee, Monarch, and Peregrine Falcon. 
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OneT+ breeding bird surveys completed on June 22, 2021, and July 6, 2021, and incidental observation during other 
field investigations reported a total of 22 bird species. Most of the species observed (i.e., 16 of 22) were considered 
secure throughout the region (i.e., L5) or introduced species (i.e., L+). Three (3) species of urban concern (i.e., L4), two 
(2) species of regional conservation concern (i.e., L3), and one (1) bird SAR (Chimney Swift) were also observed. Chimney 
Swift was documented flying in and out of a chimney on a commercial building at Yonge Street and Patricia Avenue.  

Data provided by TRCA does not include records of wildlife species within Segment 1. 

During OneT+ field investigations, incidental wildlife observations of non-bird species were limited to Grey Squirrel. 

Species which have been reported during OneT+ 2021 field investigations and in the desktop study resources in the 
vicinity of this segment and those whose range extends into the Study Area of Segment 1 are compiled in Appendix B – 
Table B-2 through B-5. 

In terms of wildlife habitat only three vegetation communities were delineated within Segment 1; Cultural Woodland, 
Cultural Plantation, Cultural Thicket. A Cultural Woodland on Drewry Avenue may provide bat habitat as it contains 
treed area with open area for foraging. A bat was observed flying within the Cultural Woodland community incidentally 
on July 5, 2021. The Cultural Plantation and Cultural Thicket are less likely to contain bat habitat as they are narrow and 
very young communities as aerial imagery and TRCA habitat mapping indicates meadow habitat until 2010 (i.e., do not 
contain larger trees with habitat features). 

A 3.3.4 Surface Water 

There are no watercourses or waterbodies within Segment 1. 

A 3.3.5 Fish and Fish Habitat 

There are no watercourses or waterbodies within Study Area Segment 1. 

A 3.3.6 Species at Risk 

The following seven (7) Threatened/Endangered SAR have been reported within the past 20 years in the vicinity of SAR 
Desktop Study Area Segment 1, or (in the case of mammal species) their range extends into the SAR Desktop Study 
Area, and they have been identified as potentially occurring within the SAR Desktop Study Area and its vicinity. The 
probability of occurrence is indicated in brackets. Bank Swallow, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark species have low 
probability of occurrence due to lack of suitable habitat. Species-specific details (including at risk status, source, 
preferred habitat) and probability of occurrence are summarized in Appendix A.   

Barn Swallow (high) 

 Chimney Swift (confirmed) 

 Eastern Small-footed Myotis (moderate) 

 Little Brown Myotis (moderate) 

 Northern Myotis (moderate) 

 Tri-colored Bat (moderate) 

 Butternut (moderate) 

A 3.4 Segment 2 – Clark Station to Portal/Launch Shaft 
Study Area Segment 2 extends from Clark Station to Portal/Launch Shaft (as illustrated in Figure A 2-2). 
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A 3.4.1 Natural Heritage Features

Natural heritage features within Study Area Segment 2 include the following: 

 York Region Woodland (derived from provincial mapping) and Greenland System; 

 City of Markham Greenway and Woodland (2014 Official Plan natural heritage system); 

 City of Vaughan Core Features and Greenbelt Plan External Linkage (i.e., the Don River East Branch); 

 TRCA regulated areas;  

 Two (2) watercourse crossings (i.e., Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek); and  

 Greenbelt designation (i.e., Urban River Valley) associated with the Don River East Branch. 

The natural heritage data for Segment 2 from secondary sources is mapped in Figure A 3-4 and Figure A 3-5. 

A 3.4.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

Data relating to vegetation species gathered the during 2021 OneT+ field investigations, reported in the 2009 EPR, 
reported by LGL Limited Environmental Research Associates (2005), and data provided by TRCA through 
correspondence in 2020 was compiled to create a vegetation species list containing 134 species identified in Segment 2 
which is provided in Appendix B – Table B-1. With the exception of the data provided by TRCA, the specific location of 
these species within the segment is not available. Species are described by their L-rank, a ranking system used by the 
TRCA to assess the rarity of species found within their jurisdiction. Higher numbers indicate more common species, with 
L5 being the most common and L1 being the least. L+ species are introduced. The following is a brief summary of the 
vegetation species recorded: 

 The majority of the species (121) recorded were ranked L5 or L+; i.e., secure throughout the region or 
introduced, respectively, or were not identified to species level. 

 One (1) species, Ginkgo, is not ranked by TRCA, as it is a horticultural plant not known to grow wild in the area. 

 One (1) species, Red Pine, was ranked L1; i.e., species of regional conservation concern, regionally scarce due 
to either accidental occurrence or extreme sensitivity to human impacts. Red Pine (reported as Pinus resinosa) 
is a common forest tree in central Ontario but rare as a naturally growing tree in the Carolinian Zone. In 
Toronto, most populations are probably introduced as this tree is commonly planted due to its tolerance of dry 
rocky or sandy soils. 

 One (1) species, White Spruce, was ranked L3; i.e., species of regional conservation concern, generally less 
sensitive and more abundant than L1 and L2 ranked species. White Spruce (reported as Picea glauca) is a 
widespread and locally dominant forest tree throughout most of the province. It is uncommon in the 
Carolinian Zone where most populations are probably introduced as it is commonly used in landscaping. 

 Ten (10) species are ranked L4, i.e., species of urban conservation concern: Silver Maple, Loose-flowered 
Sedge, Silky Dogwood, Roundleaf Dogwood, Canada Wild-rye, American Beech, Bur Oak, Northern Red Oak, 
Pussy Willow and Broad-leaf Cattail. Most of these species were reported in background documents. Bur Oak 
was observed in the vicinity of the golf course south of Royal Orchard Blvd. 

Where available, vegetation communities documented by OneT+ desktop and field studies and TRCA in Segment 2 are 
mapped in Figure A 3-11 and Figure A 3-12.  
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Vegetation communities in Study Area Segment 2 east of Yonge Street have been delineated by the TRCA and two 
communities west of Yonge Street within the golf course have been delineated by OneT+. Vegetation communities 
include the following: 

 Willow Shrub Riparian Bar (BBS1-2B), two (2) locations in the golf course less then 0.1 ha in size and four 
locations around Pomona Creek less than 0.03. Dominated by Sandbar Willow with Manitoba Maple and Red-
osier Dogwood in the canopy. European Stinging Nettle and Reed Canary Grass dominate the ground layer. 

 Exotic Cool-season Grass Graminoid Meadow (CUM1-b), one (1) location in the golf course and one (1) location 
around Pomona Creek, both less than 0.1 ha in size. Canopy consists of Staghorn Sumac, planted Gingko, and 
Black Locust. Cool season grasses and Manitoba Maple seedlings make up the ground story. 

 Cultural Plantation (CUP), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.4 ha in size. The CUP is planted 
ornamental trees (e.g., Colorado Blue Spruce, Norway Maple). 

 Black Walnut Deciduous Plantation (CUP1-3), one (1) location around Pomona Creek approximately 0.8 ha in 
size. The canopy is Black Walnut and Black Locust. The sub-canopy is White Ash, Black Locust, Alternate-leaved 
Dogwood, and Black Cherry. The understory is raspberries, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, White Ash, and 
Chokecherry. The ground layer is Wood Avens and Climbing Nightshade. 

 Silver Maple Deciduous Plantation (CUP1-5), one (1) location around Pomona Creek less than 0.1 ha in size. 
The canopy is Silver Maple and the sub-canopy is Manitoba Maple and Eastern Ninebark. The understory and 
ground layer are dominated by non-native and invasives.  

 Restoration Deciduous Plantation (CUP1-A), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.4 ha in size and two 
(2) locations around Pomona Creek less than 0.1 ha in size. The canopy consists of Trembling Aspen, Sugar 
Maple, White Pine, Black Walnut. Subcanopy species such as Staghorn Sumac, Siberian Crabapple, goldenrod, 
Showy Fly-honeysuckle, Fragrant Sumac and a ground layer of Garlic Mustard, cool season grasses, aster, 
Greater Celandine. 

 Locust Deciduous Plantation (CUP1-c), three (3) locations in the golf course all less than 0.5 ha in size and one 
(1) location around Pomona Creek approximately 0.1 ha in size. OneT+ expanded the boundary of one (1) golf 
course community based on aerial imagery. The canopy is Black Locust, Black Walnut, and sometimes Norway 
Maple. The Sub-canopy is Norway Maple and Manitoba maple regrowth with Common Buckthorn and Virginia 
Creeper. The understory is Chokecherry, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, Tartarian Honeysuckle, raspberry species, 
and goldenrods. 

 Norway Maple – Conifer Mixed Plantation (CUP2-c), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.5 ha in size. 
Austrian Pine and Norway Maple dominate this community. Canopy regeneration, Little-leaved Liden, and 
Common Buckthorn dominate the remaining lower layers. Cool season grasses and non-natives can be found 
in the ground story. 

 Horticultural Mixed Plantation (CUP2-h), one (1) location around Pomona Creek less than 0.1 ha in size. The 
canopy is Red Pine and Austrian Pine. The sub-canopy is Common Buckthorn, Manitoba Maple, White Elm, 
Norway Maple. The understory is Common Buckthorn and asters and goldenrods. The ground layer is 
dominated by periwinkle. 

 Mixed Conifer Coniferous Plantation (CUP3-H), one (1) location around Pomona Creek less than 0.5 ha in size. 
The canopy is Red Pine, White Pine, Scots Pine, and Black Cherry. The sub-canopy is Norway Maple, Manitoba 
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Maple, and Black Cherry. Understory is White Ash, Common Buckthorn, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, 
Chokecherry. Ground layer is Wood Avens, Climbing Nightshade, White Ash.  

 Native Deciduous Successional Savannah (CUS1-A1), one (1) location near Pomona Creek less than 0.4 ha in 
size. Canopy is Black Walnut and Manitoba Maple. The sub-canopy is Manitoba Maple, Riverbank Grape, 
Multiflora Rose, and Morrow’s Honeysuckle. The understory is asters and goldenrods and the ground layer is 
cool season grasses.  

 Exotic Successional Savannah (CUS1-b), two (2) locations in the golf course less than 0.2 ha in size and one (1) 
location near Pomona Creek less than 0.3 ha in size. Norway Maple and Black Locust with cool season grasses, 
non-natives and invasives, raspberry, and goldenrods make up this community. 

 Native Deciduous Sapling Regeneration Thicket (CUT-A1), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.1 ha in 
size. Golden Weeping Willow, Manitoba Maple in the canopy and Red-osier Dogwood and White Ash with 
Manitoba Maple and Virginia Creeper in the sub-canopy and understory. Field Horsetail, Spotted Jewelweed, 
Star-flowered False Solomon’s Seal, and significant Eastern White Cedar seedlings in the ground story. 

 Native Deciduous Successional Woodland (CUW1-A3), one (1) location is mapped around Pomona Creek 
approximately 1 ha in size. The canopy is Black Walnut, willows, White Ash, and Scots Pine. The sub-canopy is 
Manitoba Maple, Riverbank Grape, and Common Buckthorn. The understory is goldenrods, asters, raspberries, 
and Common Buckthorn. The ground layer is cool season grasses.  

 Exotic Successional Woodland (CUW1-b), two (2) locations in the golf course which are approximately 0.5 and 
0.7 ha in size. One (1) community occurs around Pomona Creek and is less than 0.1 ha in size. Canopies include 
Black Walnut, hybrid willows, Manitoba Maple, and Black Locust. Sub-canopies include Manitoba Maple, 
Norway Maple, Riverbank Grape, Virginia Creeper, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, and Common Buckthorn. 
Understory species include raspberries, goldenrods, stinging nettle, Japanese Knotweed, and other non-native 
invasives. The ground layer contains bedstraws, Garlic Mustard, and Enchanter’s Nightshade. 

 Deciduous Forest (FOD), two (2) location occurs in the golf course and are approximately 1 ha and 2 ha in size. 
Site access was not provided to OneT+ or TRCA and therefore it is assumed the composition will be similar to 
other communities on the east side of Yonge Street and likely dominated by non-natives and invasives. 

 Dry-Fresh Beech Deciduous Forest (FOD4-1), one (1) location occurs around Pomona Creek and is less than 
0.1 ha in size. Canopy is Norway Maple, Beech, Black Cherry, and Basswood. The sub-canopy is Alternate-
leaved Dogwood, Norway Maple, Common Buckthorn, Beech. The understory is Chokecherry and Basswood. 
The ground layer is Canada Avens, Garlic Mustard, Common Buckthorn.  

 Dry-Fresh Exotic Deciduous Forest (FOD4-e), one (1) location in the golf course and is approximately than 
0.7 ha in size. The canopy is Black Walnut, Norway Maple, and Japanese Walnut. The sub-canopy is Alternate-
leaved Dogwood, Riverbank Grape, and Norway Maple. The understory is Alternate-leaved Dogwood and 
Chokecherry. The ground layer is Large False Solomon’s Seal, Enchanter’s Nightshade, Thicket Creeper, and 
Zig-zag Goldenrod. 

 Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple Deciduous Forest (FOD5-1), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.1 ha in size. 
Two (2) locations around Pomona Creek occur, one (1) is 0.1 ha and the other 0.6 ha in size. The canopy is 
dominated by Sugar Maple and has some Eastern White Cedar and White Pine. The sub-canopy and 
understory are Sugar maple and Alternate-leaved Dogwood. The ground layer is Garlic Mustard and Zig-zag 
Goldenrod. 
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Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple- Beech Deciduous Forest (FOD5-2), two (2) locations in the golf course approximately 
0.2 ha and less than 0.5 ha in size. Two (2) locations around Pomona Creek occur, both less than 1.5 ha. The 
canopy contains Sugar Maple, Black Cherry, American Beech, and White Ash snags. The sub-canopy is Eastern 
Hop-hornbeam, Sugar Maple, American Beech and American Elm. The Understory is Alternate-leaved 
Dogwood, Chokecherry, and canopy regeneration. The ground layer is Garlic Mustard, Zig-zag Goldenrod, Early 
Meadow-rue, and Enchanter’s Nightshade. 

 Gray Dogwood Cultural Thicket Type (CUT1-4), one (1) location in the golf course approximately 0.2 ha in size. 
The canopy, sub-canopy, and understory is Alternative-leaved Dogwood and Eastern White Cedar. This 
community has been changed from the Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple-Basswood Deciduous Forest (FOD5-6) as 
previously indicated in TRCA data. 

 Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple-Black Cherry Deciduous Forest (FOD5-7), one (1) location around Pomona Creek that is 
less than 0.5 ha in size. Sugar Maple and Black Cherry dominate the canopy. The sub-canopy is Sugar Maple, 
Eastern Hop-hornbeam, and Alternate-leaved Dogwood. The understory is Chokecherry and the ground layer is 
avens. 

 Fresh-Moist Sugar Maple-Beech Deciduous Forest (FOD6-5), two (2) locations around Pomona Creek that are 
less than 0.3 ha in size. The canopy is Sugar Maple with dead snags, Manitoba Maple, Basswood and hybrid 
willows. The sub-canopy is Alternate-leaved Dogwood, Eastern Hop-hornbeam, Basswood, Common 
Buckthorn, Chokecherry, and Sugar Maple. Understory is Alternate-leaved Dogwood, Chokecherry, and 
Common Buckthorn. The ground layer is Spotted Jewelweed, avens, Sugar Maple seedlings, Garlic Mustard, 
and other herbaceous non-natives.  

 Fresh-Moist Willow Lowland Deciduous Forest (FOD7-3), one (1) location in the golf course and is 
approximately 1 ha in size. The canopy is hybrid willow and American Elm. Manitoba Maple, Basswood, 
Norway Maple, Riverbank Grape occur in the sub-canopy. The understory is Manitoba Maple, goldenrods, 
Common Buckthorn, Alternate-leaved Dogwood. The ground layer is Garlic Mustard and bedstraws. 

 Fresh-Moist Black Walnut Lowland Deciduous Forest (FOD7-4), one (1) location in the golf course and is 
approximately 1.1 ha in size. Four locations occur along Pomona Creek varying between 1.1 ha to 0.04 ha in 
size. OneT+ removed the TRCA Open Water delineation separating communities in the Golf Course as canopies 
were continuous. The canopy is Black Walnut, Manitoba Maple, hybrid willows. Sub-canopy species are 
Manitoba Maple, White Ash, Riverbank Grape, Alternate-leaved Dogwood. Understory species include Stinging 
Nettle, goldenrods, Dame’s Rocket, Fringed Yellow Loosestrife. Ground story species include Ground-ivy, 
Enchanter’s Nightshade, Garlic Mustard, and Orchard Grass. 

 Fresh-Moist Manitoba Maple Lowland Deciduous Forest (FOD7-a), two (2) locations in the golf course less than 
1.0 ha and 1.1 ha in size. Two (2) locations along Pomona Creek occur one (1) less than 1.5 ha and one (1) less 
than 0.5 ha. The canopy is Manitoba Maple, Black Walnut, hybrid willows, and Black Locust. The sub-canopy is 
Manitoba Maple, Riverbank Grape, Common Buckthorn, and Green Ash. Understory is Ground-ivy, Alternate-
leaved Dogwood, goldenrods, and European Euonymus. 

 Fresh-Moist Hawthorn-Apple Deciduous Forest (FOD7-E), one (1) location along Pomona Creek approximately 
0.2 ha in size. The canopy is Common Apple, hawthorns, Manitoba Maple, and dead White Ash. The sub-
canopy is Sugar Maple, Manitoba Maple, Common Buckthorn, and Alternate-leaved Dogwood. The understory 
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is Chokecherry, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, and Common Buckthorn. The ground layer is asters, avens, and 
Garlic Mustard. 

 Dry-Fresh Hardwood-Hemlock Mixed Forest (FOM3-1), one (1) location along Pomona Creek less than 0.2 ha in 
size. The canopy is Beech, Eastern Hemlock, Black Cherry, and Basswood. The sub-canopy is Sugar Maple, 
Eastern Hop-hornbeam, Mountain Ash, and American Elm. The understory is Chokecherry, Common 
Buckthorn, White Ash, and Alternate-leaved Dogwood. The ground layer is goldenrods, sedges and grasses, 
and Garlic Mustard. 

 Fresh-Moist White Cedar-Sugar Maple Mixed Forest (FOM7-1), two (2) locations in the golf course less than 
0.5 ha in size. The canopy is Eastern White Cedar, Basswood, White Pine, Norway Maple, Eastern Hemlock, 
Sugar Maple. The sub-canopy is Sugar Maple, Norway Maple, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, Manitoba Maple, 
Little-leaved Liden, and Riverbank Grape. The understory is Chokecherry, raspberries, Alternate-leaved 
Dogwood, and currents. The ground layer is Enchanter’s nightshade, Zig-zag Goldenrod, Garlic Mustard, and 
Calico Aster. 

 Fresh-Moist White Cedar-Hardwood Mixed Forest (FOM7-2), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.1 ha 
in size. Eastern White Cedar dominates the canopy with American Elm and hybrid willows. The sub-canopy is 
Norway Maple, Alternate-leaved Dogwood, and Glenleven Linden. The understory is Alternate-leaved 
Dogwood, currents, and Chokecherry. The ground layer is Enchanter’s Nightshade, Garlic Mustard, Alternate-
leaved Dogwood, and Zig-zag Goldenrod. 

 Forb Mineral Meadow Marsh (MAM2-10), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.03 ha in size. Two (2) 
locations occur around Pomona Creek both less than 0.04 ha in size. White Panicled Aster, Canada Thistle, 
Dark-green Bulrush, and Cottony Willow. The ground layer is sedges, Spotted Jewelweed, Devil’s Beggarticks, 
and Dudley’s Rush. 

 Narrow-leaved Cattail Mineral Shallow Marsh (MAS2-1b), one (1) location in the golf course approximately 0.3 
ha in size. Two (2) locations along Pomona Creek both less than 0.2 ha in size. Hybrid cattail dominates the 
community. Reed Canary Grass, willow species, Red-tinged Bulrush, Purple Loosestrife, Stinging Nettle, 
Spotted Jewelweed, European Water-horehound, Marsh Bedstraw, and Turion Duckweed also occur 
throughout. 

 Reed Canary Grass Mineral Shallow Marsh (MAS2-d), one (1) location in the golf course approximately 0.03 ha 
in size. Reed Canary Grass dominates the community entirely. 

 Open Aquatic, unvegetated (OAO1) was used by TRCA to delineate the watercourses. These delineations have 
remained where canopies are not closed. They are unvegetated communities. 

 Silver Maple Mineral Deciduous Swamp (SWD3-2), one (1) location in the golf course approximately 0.2 ha in 
size. The canopy is Silver Maple, White Willow, Manitoba Maple, and American Elm. The sub-canopy is 
Manitoba Maple, White Willow, hybrid willow, and Red-Osier Dogwood. The understory is Bittersweet 
Nightshade and Reed Canary Grass. The ground layer is Reflexed Sedge and European Water-horehound. 

 Manitoba Maple Mineral Deciduous Swamp (SWD3-4), one (1) location along Pomona Creek less than 0.3 ha in 
size. The canopy is Manitoba Maple and hybrid willows. The sub-canopy is Silky Dogwood, Red-osier Dogwood, 
and Green Ash. The understory is asters and goldenrods and Purple Loosestrife. Ground layer is comprised of 
Creeping Bentgrass, Reed Canary Grass, and Fox Sedge.  
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Willow Mineral Deciduous Swamp (SWD4-1), one (1) location in the golf course approximately 0.2 ha in size 
and one (1) location along Pomona Creek 0.4 ha in size. The canopy is White Willow, American Elm, Manitoba 
Maple. The sub-canopy is Green Ash, Manitoba Maple, Silver Maple. The understory is dominated by Narrow-
leaved Cattail and Spotted Joe Pye Weed, goldenrods, and Red-osier Dogwood also occur. The ground layer is 
Spotted Jewelweed and Lesser Clearweed. and 

 Fresh-Moist Tallgrass Prairie Planting (TPO2-A), one (1) location in the golf course less than 0.2 ha in size. The 
canopy is American Elm and Red Maple. Grasses, Culver’s Root, Black-eyed Susan, and asters. 

A 3.4.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

The TRCA provided data for terrestrial wildlife species that were observed within and near the Study Area for 
Segment 2. Generally, most wildlife data are available from atlases which cover a relatively large and diverse area (i.e., 
within one (1) of the 10 km x 10 km grid squares) or range mapping. Otherwise, terrestrial wildlife species that may be 
found are primarily those that are common to the region and adapted to a disturbed urban environment. Based on 
review of available background information, species of special concern that may be found within Segment 2 include 
Common Nighthawk, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Monarch, Peregrine Falcon, Wood Thrush, Northern Map Turtle, and 
Snapping Turtle.  

OneT+ anuran call surveys completed on May 13, 2021, and June 15, 2021, reported no anurans. 

OneT+ breeding bird surveys completed on June 22, 2021, and July 6, 2021, and incidental observations during other 
field investigations reported a total of six (6) bird species. With the exception of one (1) species of urban concern (i.e., 
L4) - Gray Catbird, all species observed were considered secure throughout the region (i.e., L5) or introduced species 
(i.e., L+). 

The TRCA data also documents ten (10) L5 species and one (1) L+ species. Four (4) L4 species Gray Catbird, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Red-eyed Vireo, Green Frog were documented in Segment 2. These species breed throughout Ontario but 
could show declines if urban impacts are not mitigated. 

During OneT+ field investigations, incidental wildlife observations of non-bird species included Grey Squirrel and two (2) 
bats (species unknown). 

Species which have been reported during OneT+ 2021 field investigations and in desktop resources in the vicinity of this 
segment and those whose range extends into the Study Area of Segment 2 are compiled in Appendix B – Table B-2 
through B-5. 

In terms of Wildlife Habitat, the remnant features within the golf course do provide limited habitat. While the 
communities are not large enough to necessarily provide Significant Wildlife Habitat, the limited habitat coverage in the 
vicinity may lend to local significance. The continuous treed areas along the Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek 
may provide bat habitat as two (2) bats were observed in the Segment.  

A 3.4.4 Surface Water 

Don River East Branch 

This watercourse crosses Yonge Street approximately 380 m south of Royal Orchard Blvd. A tributary of the Don River 
East Branch flows underground (enclosed in a pipe) within the vicinity of Yonge Street. This tributary crosses Yonge 
Street south of John Street and eventually outlets to the Main Branch of the Don River East Branch, at Steeles Avenue. 
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Pomona Creek  

This watercourse crosses Yonge Street just north of Highway 7. It flows through a culvert underneath Highway 7, at 
surface through the northwest Highway 7 / 407 ETR interchange loop and underneath the existing 407 ETR and 
Langstaff Road through another culvert. A secondary tributary/drainage feature of Pomona Creek also lies within this 
segment. This watercourse is within the vicinity of the large Stormwater Management Pond and hydro corridor north of 
Highway 7 and east of Yonge Street. 

A 3.4.5 Fish and Fish Habitat 

Within Study Area Segment 2, fish habitat is present within the Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek. Both 
watercourses cross the Study Area (Figure A 2-2). A fish species list for the watershed, compiled from multiple sources, 
is provided in Appendix B – Table B-6. 

Don River East Branch 

The Don River East Branch supports a variety of warmwater and coldwater baitfish and sportfish species. Coldwater 
species that have been reported within the Don River East Branch include Mottled Sculpin, Brown Trout, and Rainbow 
Trout. The majority of the trout species sampled were found upstream, near the 407 ETR and Bathurst Street (greater 
than 2.5 km upstream of the crossing of Don River East Branch and the proposed Project alignment). However, in 2005, 
Rainbow Trout was sampled immediately upstream of Yonge Street. Redside Dace records also exist for the Don River 
East branch, with records from 2005 noted in the EPR (2009) indicating that Redside Dace have been collected at three 
stations within the Don River East Branch, all of which are located north of Highway 407 and are 4.3-6 km upstream of 
Yonge Street where the Project crosses under East Don River. Older records indicate Redside Dace was collected in the 
main East Don River in 1995 at a station located approximately 2.3 km upstream of Yonge Street. Downstream of Yonge 
Street, records do exist but date back to 1985 and 1949, at two stations located approximately 2.55 km downstream 
and 1.42 km downstream of Yonge Street respectively. In addition, as reported in the 2009 EPR the following species 
have been captured within the Don River East Branch within the past 20 years:  

 Blacknose Dace

 Bluntnose Minnow 

Brook Stickleback

 Brown Trout 

Creek Chub 

 Darter sp. 

Fathead Minnow

 Johnny Darter

 Longnose Dace

 Mottled Sculpin  

Pumpkinseed

 Rainbow Trout 

Redside Dace

 White Sucker 

Within Study Area Segment 2, the Don River East Branch flows west to east under Yonge Street. Within the assessed 
upstream reach, the Don River East Branch is representative of a naturalized system with a morphology that primarily 
consists of runs with flat sections. At the time of field reconnaissance, the mean wetted width was approximately 10 m, 
and the mean wetted depth approximately > 1 m. Substrates were mainly comprised of cobble, gravel, sand and silt in 
order of dominance, with a light brown water colour. Banks were slightly unstable and densely vegetated by trees and 
herbaceous species on the south bank and trees, herbaceous species and armour stone on the north bank. Riparian 
cover was low (5% cover) which consisted of primarily herbaceous vegetation and overhanging trees. Instream cover 
(5% total cover) was provided by submergent species (100%). Surrounding lands were observed to be forested and 
manicured areas with a large concrete storm sewer present on the upstream left bank.  
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Within the large arched culvert, the mean wetted width was approximately 13 m and the mean wetted depth 
approximately 0.4 m. Substrates were comprised of cobble, gravel, sand, and silt in order of dominance with the 
morphology consisting of flats. 

The 200 m downstream section consisted of riffle and run sections, which at the time of field reconnaissance, the mean 
wetted width was approximately 6 m and the mean wetted depth approximately 0.2 m. Substrates consisted of cobble, 
gravel and sand and ranged in dominance within the different morphological sections. Banks were slightly unstable with 
signs of erosion in areas. Riparian cover was moderate (60% cover) which consisted of overhanging trees and 
herbaceous vegetation. Instream cover (40% total cover) was provided by cobble. Surrounding lands were observed to 
be forested areas.   

No barriers to fish passage were identified within the investigated reach. Primary fish collection was not undertaken as 
secondary source records included fish community data that occurred within the last 10 years. Several fish species were 
observed during the field investigations including Leuciscidae, Salmonidae and White Sucker. The known fish community 
assemblage (see Appendix B – Table B-6) for this system is comprised of mixed warm, cool and coldwater species. The 
assessed reach provides habitat for migration, spawning, feeding and rearing and is generally non-limiting throughout 
(i.e., no sensitive, important or exceptional habitat was observed). Due to historic records of Redside Dace in the Don 
River East Branch, habitat conditions at this location were assessed for suitability for Redside Dace, with the 
requirements not being present within the 250 m assessed section due to a lack of headwater features, clear water and 
pool habitat. No habitat classified as critical by the Species at Risk Act (SARA) was identified.  

Pomona Creek  

Although Pomona Creek is classified as coldwater, TRCA fisheries records (1949 database) for stations located 
approximately 780 m downstream of Langstaff Road (the closest station to Project limits), captured only warmwater fish 
species. Data collected in 1984 is available for a fish station located closer to the Don River East Branch mouth, 
approximately 2.44 km downstream of Langstaff Road. These records are considered historic and cannot be relied upon 
as an accurate representation of the current fish community within the Study Area. A review of MNDMNRF’s LIO 
GeoHub Aquatic Resource Area (ARA) line segment database for Pomona Creek provided more recent records (2019) 
including Blacknose Dace, Blacknose Shiner, Creek Chub, Northern Redbelly Dace, and White Sucker with ARA Survey 
Point data (1986) identifying Blacknose Dace and Creek Chub approximately 1 km downstream of the Study Area.  

Within the assessed upstream reach Pomona Creek flows north to south through the Study Area Segment 2 and is 
representative of a naturalized system with anthropogenically modified sections in the vicinity of the pedestrian bridge 
structure. The morphology consisted of flat, riffle and run sections with the water clear. At the time of field 
reconnaissance, the mean wetted width was approximately 2.6 m and the mean wetted depth approximately 0.2 m. 
Substrates were comprised of gravel, cobble, sand, boulder, and silt in order of dominance. Banks were unstable with 
heavy erosion along the upstream left bank. Riparian cover was moderate (45% cover) which consisted of primarily 
herbaceous vegetation and overhanging trees. Instream cover (5% total cover) was provided by boulders (100%). 
Surrounding lands were observed to be forested and manicured areas with a pedestrian trail running parallel to the 
Creek.  

Within the 200 m downstream section, similar anthropogenic modifications were observed in the way of armour stone 
placed along the right bank, and gabion baskets along the left bank. This reach consisted of flats, riffle, run, and pool 
sections, with the mean wetted width approximately 3.25 m and the mean wetted depth approximately 0.2 m. 
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Substrates consisted of gravel cobble, sand, and clay. Banks were slightly unstable and with signs of erosion in areas. 
Riparian cover was moderate (75% cover) which consisted of overhanging trees and herbaceous vegetation. Instream 
cover (60% total cover) was provided by cobble, boulders, undercut banks and woody debris. Surrounding lands were 
observed to be forested areas with a pedestrian trail running parallel to the Creek.   

No barriers to fish passage were identified within the investigated upstream reach; however, low flow impediments 
were observed within the downstream section. Primary fish collection was not undertaken as secondary source records 
included fish community data that occurred within the last 10 years with several Leuciscidae observed during the field 
investigations. The known fish community assemblage (see Appendix B – Table B-6) for this system is comprised of 
mixed warm and cool species. The assessed reach provides habitat for migration, spawning, feeding and rearing and is 
generally non-limiting throughout (i.e., no sensitive, important or exceptional habitat was observed). No habitat 
classified as critical by the Species at Risk Act (SARA) was identified.  

A 3.4.6 Species at Risk 

The following six (6) Threatened/Endangered SAR have been reported within the past 20 years in the vicinity of SAR 
Desktop Study Area Segment 2, or (in the case of mammal species) their range extends into the SAR Desktop Study 
Area, and they have been identified as potentially occurring within the SAR Desktop Study Area and its vicinity. The 
probability of occurrence is indicated in brackets. Bank Swallow, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Redside Dace and 
Butternut species have low probability of occurrence due to lack of suitable habitat. Species-specific details (including at 
risk status, source, preferred habitat) and probability of occurrence conclusions are summarized in Appendix A.  

 Barn Swallow (confirmed) 

 Chimney Swift (high) 

 Eastern Small-footed Myotis (moderate) 

 Little Brown Myotis (moderate)

 Northern Myotis (moderate)  

 Tri-colored Bat (moderate) 
 

During OneT+ SAR reconnaissance investigations two (2) bats (species unknown) were observed at Thornhill Park. 

A 3.5 Segment 3 – Portal/Launch Shaft to Moonlight Lane 
Study Area Segment 3 extends from Portal/Launch Shaft to Moonlight Lane (as illustrated in Figure A 2-2). In the area of 
the proposed TSF site-specific field surveys, completed by MMM Group in 2013, were limited to vegetation discernible 
when viewed from the edge of the rail ROW. Records included incidental wildlife and wildlife signs seen during the 
vegetation surveys. The Study Area for the 2014 EPR Addendum was a 50 to 100 m wide corridor between High Tech 
Road and the northern extent of Coburg Crescent. Specific to the area adjacent to the proposed TSF, vegetation surveys 
were carried out on May 21-22, 2013. The proposed TSF contains natural habitat within the rail corridor and the Study 
Area is extended to the southeast, outside the rail corridor, where there is open space between Bantry Avenue and High 
Tech Road. 

The data collected within the rail corridor is over eight (8) years old. As such, woody vegetation has started to succeed 
within the meadow communities where ongoing tree removal and maintenance doesn’t occur. Communities along the 
rail corridor are now cultural thickets. 
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A 3.5.1 Natural Heritage Features

Natural heritage features within Natural Environment Study Area Segment 3 include the following: 

 York Region Woodland (derived from provincial mapping) and Greenland System; 

 Richmond Hill Greenway System and Natural Core (as part of the NHS); 

 TRCA regulated area; and 

 One (1) watercourse crossing (i.e., German Mills Creek). 

The natural heritage data for Segment 3 from secondary sources is mapped in Figure A 3-6 - Figure A 3-7. The forested 
area on the east side of the railway corridor at the extreme northern end of the Study Area is the largest in the entire 
study (including contiguous portions outside the Study Area) and has been assessed for significance in Table A 3-2. The 
size of the woodland is significant, including the presence of a small area of interior habitat, and may provide some 
water protection function as well as economic and social value. However, the woodlot does not provide other 
significant ecological functions due to its isolation and low native plant diversity. 

Table A 3-2: Woodland Significance Assessment 

Significance Criteria Assessment of Significance 
Woodland Size The woodland has an area of approximately 12 ha. As Richmond Hill 

has an overall forest cover of approximately 13%, the size of this 
woodland is significant. 

Woodland Interior About 0.2 ha of interior habitat (i.e., areas more than 100 m from an 
edge) is present. As Richmond Hill has an overall forest cover of 
approximately 13%, any amount of interior habitat is significant. 

Proximity to other woodlands or other 
habitats 

There are no other significant natural features in close proximity to 
this woodland. 

Linkages The woodland does not provide a significant linkage between other 
significant features. 

Water Protection The woodland is not located in proximity to other features that 
would indicate it is important for source water protection, but any 
woodland in a highly developed area likely has some water 
protection function. 

Woodland Diversity The woodland has been classified as a mixture of dry-fresh exotic 
deciduous forest, dry-fresh white cedar-hardwood mixed forest, and 
naturalised coniferous plantation. All these communities have a very 
high proportion of non-native and invasive plant species, and very 
few native species except those highly tolerant of disturbance.  

Uncommon Characteristics The woodland does not have any identified uncommon 
characteristics. 

Economic and Social Functional Value The economic and social value of this woodland is unknown.
 

A 3.5.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

Data relating to vegetation species collected during the 2021 OneT+ field investigations and provided by TRCA through 
correspondence in 2020 was compiled to create a vegetation species list containing 151 species identified in Segment 3 
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which is provided in Appendix B – Table B-1. Data reported in the 2009 EPR as well as by LGL Limited Environmental 
Research Associates (2005) has been excluded as this data was replaced by findings from OneT+ 2021 field
investigations.  Species are described by their L-rank, a ranking system used by the TRCA to assess the rarity of species 
found within their jurisdiction. Higher numbers indicate more common species, with L5 being the most common and L1 
being the least. L+ species are introduced. The following is a brief summary of the vegetation species recorded: 

 The majority of the species (133) recorded were ranked L5 or L+; i.e., secure throughout the region or 
introduced, respectively, or were not identified to species level. 

 One (1) species, Red Pine, was ranked L1; i.e., species of regional conservation concern, regionally scarce due 
to either accidental occurrence or extreme sensitivity to human impacts. Red Pine is a common forest tree in 
central Ontario but rare as a naturally growing tree in the Carolinian Zone. In Toronto, most populations are 
probably introduced as this tree is commonly planted due to its tolerance of dry rocky or sandy soils. 

 One (1) species, Yellow Indiangrass, was ranked L2. This species was observed growing in meadow areas at the 
extreme northern end of the Study Area and was thought by field observers to be introduced at this location. 

 Five (5) species, American Witch-hazel, Slippery Elm, Old Switch Panicgrass, Tamarack and White Spruce, were 
ranked L3; i.e., species of regional conservation concern, generally less sensitive and more abundant than L1 
and L2 ranked species. The location of the Witch-hazel and Tamarack records is unknown. Old Switch 
Panicgrass was observed growing in meadow areas at the extreme northern end of the Study Area and was 
thought by field observers to be introduced at this location; White Spruce was observed as planted specimens 
only. Slippery Elm was noted growing in the small swamp area adjacent to Bridgeview Park. 

 Eight (8) species, Broad-leaf cattail, Peach-leaved willow, Northern Red Oak, Bur Oak, Eastern White Pine, 
Bitternut Hickory, Paper Birch and Silver Maple were ranked L4 and three (3) species Field Sow-thistle, 
European Beech and Belladonna are not ranked.  

Where available, vegetation communities, documented by OneT+ desktop and field studies and TRCA, are mapped in 
Figure A 3-13 - Figure A 3-16. Vegetation communities in Natural Environment Study Area Segment 3 (roughly sorted 
from south to north) include the following: 

 Cultural Meadow (CUM) has been delineated adjacent to Highway 407 and Highway 7. These sites generally 
continue beyond the Study Area. They are sites which were seeded with typical roadside mixes and are 
dominated by non-natives and invasives. These sites are delineated when the general minimum width is 20 m 
or is continuous with other communities or a greater context. 

 Exotic Forb Meadow (CUM1-c) is a 4 ha community which encompasses the stormwater management pond 
north of highway 7. Few Eastern White Cedar and Basswood trees occur and is dominated by European Reed. 
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Cultural Thicket (CUT) has been delineated north of High Tech Road and the CUM communities. The CUT is not 
continuous with the CUM as only hedgerows exist along the rail ROW. Hedgerows are the width of a single tree 
and are not mapped as an ELC community. These sites are delineated when the general minimum width is 
20 m or is continuous with other communities or a greater context. 

 Restoration Mixed Plantation (CUP2-A) is comprised of horticultural plantings and is less than 0.5 ha in size. 
The canopy is Red Pine and Silver Maple. The sub-canopy is Trembling Aspen, Green Ash, and Showy Fly-
honeysuckle. The understory is Common Buckthorn, Red-osier Dogwood, and non-native herbaceous species. 
The ground layer is non-native herbaceous species.  

 Exotic Successional Woodland (CUW1-b) is separated by a watercourse but combined the community is less 
than 0.5 ha in size. The canopy is Manitoba Maple, White Willow, Red Pine, Russian Olive. The sub-canopy is 
Cottony Willow, Manitoba Maple, Common Buckthorn, White Spruce. The understory is Common Buckthorn, 
Red-osier Dogwood, Showy Fly-honeysuckle, Manitoba Maple. The ground layer is non-native herbaceous 
species. Another thin community occurs around the stormwater management pond north of Highway 7.  

 Open Aquatic, unvegetated (OAO1) was used by TRCA to delineate the watercourses. These delineations have 
remained where canopies are not closed. The TRCA also uses Turbid Open Aquatic (unvegetated) (OAO1-T) to 
delineate the stormwater management pond north of Highway 7. They are unvegetated communities. 

 Mineral Cultural Woodland Ecosite (CUW1) was refined from the TRCA data which had four (4) Hawthorn 
Successional Woodland (CUW1-D) communities parallel to each other. The Open Water community was 
removed as the canopy is largely continuous. On the west side of the CN rail tracks the community is less than 
2.5 ha in size. The canopy and sub-canopy composition is Manitoba Maple, Russian Olive, White Willow, Silver 
Maple, Black Walnut, hybrid willows, and Common Buckthorn. The understory and ground layer are non-native 
woody and herbaceous species.  

 Fresh-Moist Poplar Deciduous Forest (FOD8-1) was extended from the TRCA data and is now approximately 0.7 
ha in size. The canopy and sub-canopy are White Poplar, Manitoba Maple, Green Ash, Trembling Aspen. The 
understory is Manitoba Maple, European Stinging Nettle, Green Ash, Reed Canary Grass. The ground layer is 
Manitoba Maple, Garlic Mustard, Common Buckthorn, and Wood Avens. 

 Deciduous Swamp (SWD) occurs north of the FOD8-1 and is approximately 0.9 ha in size. The community was 
likely an ash swamp previously but has since lost ash due to the Emerald Ash Borer and community health and 
structure has declined. 

 Cultural Woodland (CUW) is less than 0.4 ha in size and is likely similar to other communities and comprised of 
non-natives and invasives.   

 Dry-Moist Old Field Meadow (CUM1-1) is approximately 6 ha in size and includes the old field and hedgerows 
of the Richmond Hill David Dunlap Observatory. The original TRCA delineation did not include the hedgerows. 
Hedgerows are Black Walnut, Silver Maple, European Beech, White Pine with abundant Common Buckthorn, 
Black Walnut, Common Apple, and Tatarian Honeysuckle. The meadow area is goldenrods, asters, thistles, 
raspberries, Common Milkweed, and cool season grasses. 

 Scots Pine Coniferous Plantation (CUP3-3) is approximately 1.6 ha in size. The canopy is Scots Pine, White Pine, 
Green Ash. The sub-canopy is Green Ash, Common Buckthorn, American Elm, Easter White Cedar. The 
understory is Common Buckthorn, Chokecherry. The ground layer is Chokecherry, Cranberry Viburnum, Green 
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Ash, and Riverbank Grape. It was noted during OneT+ field investigations that this community is succeeding 
into the adjacent Dry-Fresh White Ash Deciduous Forest (FOD4-2) and Cultural Woodland (CUW1-A).

The area outside the rail corridor is private property and includes warehouses and commercial properties that have 
some manicured lawn with planted trees. 

A 3.5.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

The TRCA provided data for terrestrial wildlife species that were observed near the Study Area of Segment 3. Generally, 
most wildlife data are available from atlases which cover a relatively large and diverse area (i.e., within one (1) of the 
10 km x 10 km grid squares) or range mapping. For wildlife considerations in the Impact Assessment these atlases are 
also queried in the SAR section below. Otherwise, terrestrial wildlife species that may be found are primarily those that 
are common to the region and adapted to a disturbed urban environment.  

OneT+ anuran call surveys completed on May 13, 2021, and June 15, 2021, reported no anurans. 

OneT+ breeding bird surveys completed on June 22, 2021, and July 6, 2021, and incidental observation during other 
field investigations reported a total of 25 bird species. Most of the species observed (i.e., 17 of 25) were considered 
secure throughout the region (i.e., L5) or introduced species (i.e., L+). Eight (8) species of urban concern (i.e., L4) were 
also observed. 

TRCA data also documents four (4) records of wildlife species, three (3) L4 bird species – Willow Flycatcher, Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow, and Eastern Kingbird, and one (1) mammal – White-tailed Deer within Segment 3. These species 
were all reported near the stormwater management pond northeast of the Highway 7 overpass at Yonge Street. 

During OneT+ field investigations, incidental wildlife observations of non-bird species included Grey Squirrel, Red 
Squirrel, and Eastern Cottontail. 

Species which have been reported during OneT+ 2021 field investigations and in the desktop study resources in the 
vicinity of this segment and those whose range extends into the Study Area of Segment 3 are compiled in Appendix B – 
Table B-2 through Table B-5.  

In terms of Wildlife Habitat, the remnant features around the train storage facility do provide limited habitat. While the 
communities are not large enough to necessarily provide Significant Wildlife Habitat the limited habitat coverage in the 
vicinity lends to local significance. The habitat along German Mills Creek may be bat habitat and it is also likely that the 
Richmond Hill David Dunlap Observatory contains bat habitat. Based on review of available background information, 
species of special concern that may be found within Segment 3 include Common Nighthawk, Eastern Wood-Pewee, 
Monarch, Peregrine Falcon, Wood Thrush, Northern Map Turtle, and Snapping Turtle. 

A 3.5.4 Surface Water 

German Mills Creek

German Mills Creek spans in the municipalities of Markham, Richmond Hill, Toronto, and Vaughan in the Greater 
Toronto Area. It is part of the Great Lakes Basin and is a tributary of the East Branch Don River. It originates in Vaughan 
(near Bathurst Street and the King–Vaughan Town Line), flows south through Richmond Hill and Markham, and 
converges with the Don River East Branch in the East Don Parklands in Toronto, south of Steeles Avenue between 
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Bayview Avenue and Leslie Street. It is part of a number of streams, swamps and swales located near the Oak Ridges 
Moraine. The creek's approximate length is 10 km.

A 3.5.5 Fish and Fish Habitat 

Within Natural Environment Study Area Segment 3, direct fish habitat is present within German Mills Creek, which 
crosses Segment 3 of the Study Area (Figure A 2-3). Due to the availability of fisheries data, site-specific fish sampling 
was not completed within the Study Area; however, Curve Lake First Nation has confirmed that German Mills Creek 
supports a strong recreational fishery and a fish species list for the watershed, compiled from multiple sources including 
2016 TRCA collection data within German Mills Creek, is provided in Appendix B – Table B-6. 

German Mills Creek supports a variety of warmwater, cool and coldwater species. Coldwater species that have been 
reported recently within German Mills Creek are limited to Mottled Sculpin; however, historic records dating back to 
1949 of other coolwater/coldwater baitfish species include Northern Redbelly Dace, Rainbow Darter and Redside Dace. 
The disappearance of these species is likely associated with shifts in the aquatic ecosystem structure and quality 
resulting from changes to the landscape and land use practices. The following species have been captured in the 
German Mills Creek subwatershed between 2002 and 2016: 

 Blacknose Dace 
 Bluegill 
 Bluntnose Minnow 
 Brook Stickleback 

Creek Chub 
 Fathead Minnow 
 Goldfish 
 Johnny Darter

 Longnose Dace  
 Mottled Sculpin 
 Pumpkinseed 
 White Sucker 

Within Study Area Segment 3, German Mills creek flows north to south and is representative of a highly 
anthropogenically modified system in the vicinity of both the rail crossing and large culvert structure under 16th Avenue. 
Within the assessed upstream 50 m section, the morphology consisted of pool, riffle and run sections. At the time of 
field reconnaissance, the mean wetted width was approximately 2.5 m and the mean wetted depth approximately 
0.19 m with water colour being grey to brown. Substrates were comprised of gravel and cobble with increasing sand, 
silt, and clay towards the three large Corrugated Steel Pipes (CSP) under the rail corridor. Banks were unstable with 
signs of heavy erosion along the banks and debris pushed high up on the banks and against the CSPs with rock flow 
cobble check dams placed within the 20 m upstream of the culvert to slow flows. Riparian cover was low (25% cover) 
which consisted of primarily herbaceous vegetation, shrubs, and overhanging trees. Instream cover was low (25% total 
cover) and provided by cobble and algae. A storm sewer outlets to the creek approximately 20 m upstream of the 
culverts. Surrounding lands were observed to be forested and commercial areas with the rail line perpendicular to the 
creek. 

Within the 200 m downstream section, similar anthropogenic modifications were observed in the way of the creek 
being straightened, armour stone placed along the right bank, and gabion baskets along both banks. The three culverts 
are perched approximately 0.5 – 1.0 m making passage upstream unlikely for the small bodied fish species recorded 
within the creek. The downstream reach consisted of flats, and pool sections. At the time of the field surveys, the mean 
wetted width was approximately 6 m and the mean wetted depth approximately 0.28 m. Substrates consisted of gravel, 
cobble, sand, and silt. Banks were unstable with signs of heavy flows and debris pushed high up on the banks and 
against the large four-barrel box culvert under 16th Avenue. Riparian cover was low (25% cover) which consisted of 
herbaceous vegetation, shrubs, and overhanging trees. Instream cover was low (25% total cover) and provided by 
cobble and algae. Surrounding lands were observed to be forested and residential areas.  
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No fish were observed during the field investigations; however, the known fish community assemblage (see Appendix B 
– Table B-6) for this system and within proximity to the rail crossing is comprised of mixed warm and cool species. The 
assessed reach provides habitat for migration, spawning, feeding and rearing and is generally non-limiting throughout 
(i.e., no sensitive, important or exceptional habitat was observed). Due to historic records of Redside Dace, habitat 
conditions at this location were assessed for suitability for Redside Dace, with the requirements not being present 
within the 250 m assessed section due to a lack of headwater features, clear water and the perched culverts under the 
rail line, which would be considered an impediment to fish passage. No habitat classified as critical by the Species at Risk 
Act (SARA) was identified. 

A 3.5.6 Species at Risk 

The following seven (7) Threatened/Endangered SAR have been reported within the past 20 years in the vicinity of 
Segment 3, or (in the case of mammal species) their range extends into the SAR Desktop Study Area and have been 
identified as potentially occurring within the SAR Desktop Study Area and its vicinity. The probability of occurrence is 
indicated in brackets. Acadian Flycatcher, Bank Swallow, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Red Headed Woodpecker, 
Western Chorus Frog species have low probability of occurrence due to lack of suitable habitat. 

Species-specific details (including at risk status, source, preferred habitat) and probability of occurrence conclusions are 
summarized in Appendix A.  

 Barn Swallow (confirmed) 

 Chimney Swift (high) 

 Eastern Small-footed Myotis (moderate) 

 Little Brown Myotis (moderate) 

 Northern Myotis (moderate) 

 Tri-colored Bat (moderate) 

 Butternut (confirmed) 
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Appendix C OneT+ Point Count Locations 
Figure C-1 2021 Anuran Call Survey Locations 
Figure C-2 2021 Breeding Bird Survey Locations 
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B 1.0 Purpose

The purpose of Part B of this report is to document the Natural Environment impact assessment that was carried out as 
part of the Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE) EPR Addendum, including identification of potential effects, a 
description of proposed mitigation measures and monitoring activities.

B 2.0 Methodology 

The Natural Environment existing conditions information, presented in Part A of this report, was used as the basis from 
which the potential effects (positive and negative) of constructing, operating, and maintaining the Project were 
identified. 

A four-step process was followed to assess potential impacts associated with the Project and to identify mitigation 
measures and monitoring activities (as required): 

 Step 1 – Identify potential impacts resulting from the construction and operation of the Project; 
 Step 2 – Establish mitigation measures to eliminate or reduce potential adverse effects, as well as monitoring 

activities to verify and validate that mitigation measures are functioning effectively; 
 Step 3 – Carry out consultation with stakeholders/regulatory authorities; update impact assessment results 

and/or proposed mitigation and monitoring measures as appropriate; and  
 Step 4 – Document impact assessment results. 

For the purposes of differentiating the various types of potential environmental impacts associated with the Project, 
impacts were characterized and grouped in Table B 2-1. 

Table B 2-1: Characterization of Potential Impacts 

Construction Impacts Potential temporary effects (e.g., disruption/disturbance) on existing Study Area features 
or receptors due to construction activities associated with the Project (e.g., construction 
of new tracks, tunnelling, storage facility, bridge modifications, etc.). 

Operations and 
Maintenance Impacts 

Potential permanent effects on existing Study Area features (i.e., displacement or 
removal) or receptors due to operations and/or maintenance activities associated with 
the Project (e.g., operation of the new subway system/trains, operation of train storage 
facility, etc.). 
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B 3.0 Impact Assessment 

Potential impacts to the natural environment as a result of disturbances associated with the YNSE Study Area have been 
assessed and are presented within Table B 4-1 which also includes suggested mitigation measures and monitoring 
activities. Impact assessment results are further described in Sections B 3.1 through Sections B 3.3.  

B 3.1 Segment 1 – Finch Station to Clark Station 
Figure 1 through Figure 11 in Appendix D provides an overview of the infrastructure proposed within this segment.  

B 3.1.1 Natural Heritage Features 

Potential Impacts

Natural heritage features within Segment 1 have been identified in Section A 3.3.1. The only identified natural heritage 
feature is a narrow belt of woodland along the rail corridor at the north end of the segment (Figure B 3-1 - Figure B 3-3). 
This woodland is a narrow band of trees with limited natural heritage significance. Direct impacts to this feature are not 
anticipated.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around natural heritage features can be 
found in Table B 4-1. 

B 3.1.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

Potential Impacts

Information relating to existing vegetation and vegetation communities in Segment 1 has been identified in 
Section A 3.3.3 with three ELC communities identified. Very limited natural vegetation cover is present in this segment. 
Impacts to vegetation are primarily associated with the proposed bus loop on Drewry Avenue (Figure B 3-1). Project 
construction activities in other areas of Segment 1 are not expected to disturb vegetation communities, though removal 
of individual trees (e.g., street trees) may occur. Other potential impacts may include damage of vegetation adjacent to 
construction areas as a result of accidental intrusion, introduction of invasive species, increased erosion and 
sedimentation, and soil contamination as a result of spills (e.g., fuel) from equipment use. Several species of locally 
uncommon or rare plants have been previously identified in this segment, but all are either species typical of heavily 
disturbed areas or likely present only due to plantings, and as such significant negative impacts are not anticipated.  

Work on the proposed bus loop on Drewry Avenue will likely require removal of some areas of existing natural 
vegetation. Other at grade and below grade works are expected to have minimal impact on vegetation. With respect to 
Project activities within identified vegetation communities, the proposed areas of vegetation removal (based on the 
engineering design) will be quantified during detailed design.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around trees, vegetation, and 
vegetation communities can be found in Table B 4-1. If wildlife and/or wildlife habitat, including but not limited to SAR 
and bird nests, are observed during construction, mitigation measures and monitoring should be followed, as 
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applicable. Compensation and/or replanting of vegetation to compensate for all removals of trees is to be completed in 
accordance with the Metrolinx's Vegetation Guideline (2020), as amended from time to time. 

B 3.1.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

Potential Impacts

Information about existing wildlife and wildlife habitat in Segment 1 has been identified in Section A 3.3.3. No significant 
wildlife habitats (SWH) have been identified in this area or determined to be potentially present. The construction of the 
YNSE may have direct and indirect impacts on existing wildlife and wildlife habitat, as outlined in Table B 4-1. Due to the 
highly urbanized nature of Segment 1, wildlife that may be present includes species commonly found in urban 
environments, such as raccoon, skunks, grey squirrel and red squirrel, and wildlife habitat is very limited. Nevertheless, 
wildlife may be injured or displaced as a result of construction activities.   

The potential impacts listed above are relevant to both non-SAR and SAR wildlife. For SAR-specific potential impacts, 
refer to Section B 3.1.6.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around existing wildlife and wildlife 
habitat can be found in Table B 4-1. If SAR wildlife and/or SAR habitat are confirmed present during the future phases of 
the Project (i.e., detailed design or construction), the mitigation measures and monitoring recommended should be 
followed, as applicable.  

B 3.1.4 Surface Water 

Potential Impacts

There is no surface water within or adjacent to Segment 1, and as such no impacts to surface water are expected in this 
segment. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

As no impacts are expected, no mitigation measures or monitoring are required.

B 3.1.5 Fish and Fish Habitat 

Potential Impacts

There is no fish habitat within or adjacent to Segment 1, and as such no impacts are expected. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

As no impacts are expected, no mitigation measures or monitoring are required.
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B 3.1.6 Species at Risk 

Potential Impacts

One (1) SAR and its habitat is confirmed present and four (4) other SAR have a moderate or high potential to occur 
within the SAR Desktop Study Area in Segment 1, details can be found in Section A 3.3.6. Potential impacts to these 
species are outlined below.  

 Barn Swallow is not known to nest in this segment of the Project Study Area but has the potential to make use 
of any existing or newly created structures in and around the existing natural areas associated with the 
proposed bus loop on Drewry Avenue. If nests are present, but not identified ahead of disturbance-causing 
activities there may be negative impacts on this species.  

 Chimney Swift was confirmed present and nesting in a chimney within Segment 1. This species is tolerant of 
urban environments, and as such, it is not anticipated that construction activities will result in modification or 
removal of the nesting site. 

 SAR bats have the potential to occur in existing trees/vegetation communities. Within Segment 1, potential bat 
SAR habitat is most likely to occur in the natural habitats in the vicinity of the proposed bus loop on Drewry 
Avenue. Further surveys to confirm presence of SAR bat habitat will be conducted in bat-suitable vegetation 
communities, subject to the requirements of the ESA. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around SAR and SAR habitat can be 
found in Table B 4-1.  

B 3.2 Segment 2 – Clark Station to Portal/Launch Shaft 
Figure 11 through Figure 22 in Appendix D provide an overview of the infrastructure proposed within this segment. 

B 3.2.1 Natural Heritage Features 

Potential Impacts

Natural heritage features within Segment 2 have been identified in Section A 3.4.1. With the exception of a small at 
grade portion of Royal Orchard Station, Project works in the vicinity of the identified natural heritage features are below 
grade, and the potential for impacts is low (Figure B 3-4 – Figure B 3-5). Potential impacts may include damage or 
disturbance of vegetation communities, introduction/spread of invasive species, contamination via accidental spills 
(e.g., fuel), increased erosion and sedimentation. Please see Table B 4-1 for further details. In general, impacts to the 
natural heritage features are anticipated to be minimal, and potentially negligible, as limited work will occur at grade. 
Below-grade work occurring under/in vicinity of the Don River East and Pomona Creek is not anticipated to impact these 
features.  

Scattered areas of York Region Woodland are located throughout Segment 2 and Project activities may be subject to 
limited vegetation removal. The TRCA regulated areas located south of Centre Street are generally thought to offer low 
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quality habitat and have been largely altered by human development. Coupled with limited anticipated vegetation 
removal, impacts in these areas are anticipated to be low. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around Natural Heritage Features can 
be found in Table B 4-1.  

B 3.2.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

Potential Impacts

Information about vegetation and vegetation communities in Segment 2 have been identified in Section A 3.4.2 with 
38 ELC communities identified. No rare vegetation communities have been identified in this segment or determined to 
be potentially present. However, Red Pine and White Spruce were recorded in Segment 2 and are species of regional 
conservation concern but are likely only present due to plantings. As such, large-scale negative impacts are not 
anticipated. The trees located in the Project footprint could still be impacted through cutting, tree / root injury, or 
intrusion on a tree protection zone. Other potential impacts may include damage of vegetation adjacent to construction 
areas as a result of accidental intrusion, introduction of invasive species, increased erosion and sedimentation, and soil 
contamination as a result of spills (e.g., fuel) from equipment use.   

Due to the disturbed nature, and generally low-quality vegetation communities that have been heavily influenced by 
human development located within Segment 2, impacts to vegetation are anticipated to be low.  

With respect to Project activities within identified vegetation communities, the areas of vegetation removal (based on 
the engineering design) will be quantified during detailed design.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around trees, vegetation, and 
vegetation communities can be found in Table B 4-1. Compensation and/or replanting of vegetation to compensate for 
all removals of trees will be completed in accordance with Metrolinx's Vegetation Guideline (2020), as amended from 
time to time. 

B 3.2.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

Potential Impacts

Information about existing wildlife and wildlife habitat in Segment 2 have been identified in Section A 3.4.3. No SWH 
have been identified in this area or determined to be potentially present.  

Four (4) L4 species (i.e., of urban concern) Gray Catbird, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Red-eyed Vireo, and Green Frog were 
documented in Segment 2. These species, and their nests/habitats could be present throughout Segment 2 and 
mitigation measures for wildlife should be followed. 

Construction activities may result in disturbance/displacement and/or mortality of wildlife, as well as wildlife habitat 
disturbance or removal. As above grade construction in Segment 2 is not anticipated to be extensive, no substantial 
impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat are anticipated. 
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Mitigation measures and monitoring have been recommended to avoid, and/or reduce impacts to the existing wildlife 
and wildlife habitat, as outlined in Table B 4-1. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around existing wildlife and wildlife 
habitat can be found in Table B 4-1. If SAR wildlife and/or SAR habitat are confirmed present during future phases of the 
Project (i.e., detailed design or construction), the mitigation measures and monitoring recommended for Species at Risk 
should also be followed, as applicable. 

B 3.2.4 Surface Water 

Potential Impacts

Surface water features located within Segment 2 include the Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek as well as 
underground crossings of Yonge Street where flows are piped through culverts that extend beyond the Yonge Street 
ROW (see Section A 3.4.4. As Project works in the vicinity of these watercourses are primarily below grade, the potential 
for impacts to these features is low. The Don River East Branch is located within a naturalized watershed and therefore 
could be sensitive to potential impacts to the surface water and riparian vegetation community. Pomona Creek is 
located within a more urbanized landscape, which could reduce its sensitivity to temporary Project works. However, at 
grade works are not proposed in the vicinity of Pomona Creek. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around surface water features can be 
found in Table B 4-1.  

B 3.2.5 Fish and Fish Habitat 

Potential Impacts

Fish Habitat in Segment 2 is limited to the Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek. The fish community data for these 
watercourses is presented in Section A 3.4.5. As Project works in the vicinity of these watercourses are primarily below 
grade, the potential for impacts to these features is low.  Although not anticipated, in-water construction activities 
could result in negative impacts to fish and fish habitat (e.g., harmful alteration of fish habitat), and appropriate 
mitigation measures are to be followed to eliminate or reduce the potential impacts.  

Alterations to riparian vegetation can also have a negative impact to fish and fish habitat. The Don River East Branch 
provides habitat for diverse species of both coldwater and warmwater fish, and Pomona Creek is classified as coldwater, 
making them potentially sensitive to impacts from runoff, effluents, sedimentation, and alterations to riparian habitats.  
Notwithstanding, as Project works in the vicinity of these watercourses are primarily below grade, the potential for 
impacts to these features is low.
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Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around fish and fish habitat can be 
found in Table B 4-1. 

B 3.2.6 Species at Risk 

Potential Impacts

One (1) SAR is confirmed present and five (5) other SAR have a moderate or high potential to occur within the SAR 
Desktop Study Area in Segment 2, details can be found in Section A 3.4.6. Potential impacts to these species are outlined 
below. In addition to the specific issues outlined below, the general impacts to vegetation and wildlife as discussed in 
the previous sections generally apply to plant and animal SAR, respectively. 

 Barn Swallow records have been confirmed within this segment. This species has the potential to make use of 
any existing or newly created structures in and around the existing natural areas. Structures associated with the 
Don River East Branch and Pomona Creek watercourse crossings (bridges, culverts, etc.) could provide suitable 
nesting habitat. To avoid negative impacts on this species, surveys of structures constituting potentially suitable 
nesting habitat should be conducted and installation of exclusion measures if required, ahead of disturbance-
causing activities. 

 Chimney Swift records suggest that it is possible this species may be nesting in or on buildings in the SAR 
Desktop Study Area; however, it is not anticipated that construction activities in Segment 2 will result in 
modification or removal of any such buildings. This species range widely for foraging and are unlikely to be 
affected by construction activities beyond any impacts to nesting sites. 

 SAR bats have the potential to occur in existing trees/vegetation communities. Potentially suitable bat SAR 
habitat is most likely to occur in the natural habitats associated with the Don River East Branch and Pomona 
Creek watersheds and the designated York Region Woodlands.  Further surveys to confirm presence of SAR bat 
habitat will be conducted in bat-suitable vegetation communities, subject to the requirements of the ESA. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around SAR and SAR habitat can be 
found in Table B 4-1.  

B 3.3 Segment 3 – Portal/Launch Shaft to Moonlight Lane 
Figure 22 through Figure 30 in Appendix D provides an overview of the infrastructure proposed within this segment.  

B 3.3.1 Natural Heritage Features 

Potential Impacts

Within Segment 3 natural heritage features, as described in Section A 3.5.1, primarily occur in the areas surrounding 
German Mills Creek and at the extreme northern end of the Study Area (the significant woodland), but also near the 
Bridge Station north of the 407 ETR and within hedgerow features on the east side of the corridor. The TRCA regulated 
area encompasses German Mills Creek and in outlying sections further from the watercourse is thought to be low 
quality and largely altered by human development (Figure B 3-6, Figure B 3-7, Figure B 3-8 and Figure B 3-9).  
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Features which may be impacted by at grade works include:

 The significant woodland; 

 The York Region Woodland; 

 TRCA Regulated areas at German Mills Creek; 

 The York Region Greenland System; and  

 The City of Richmond Hill Natural Core. 

Construction-related potential impacts to natural features may include damage or disturbance of vegetation 
communities, introduction/spread of invasive species, contamination via accidental spills (e.g., fuel), increased erosion 
and sedimentation. Please see Table B 4-1 for further details. 

Potential for impacts to the significant functions of the significant woodland is low. This woodlot is primarily significant 
due to its size, which will be minimally reduced if at all by project activities. The woodlot is already heavily disturbed and 
modified and indirect effects are not expected to change its ecological functions.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around Natural Heritage Features can 
be found in Table B 4-1.  

B 3.3.2 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 

Potential Impacts

Information about vegetation and vegetation communities in Segment 3 have been identified in Section A 3.5.2. Several 
locally rare plants have been recorded in Segment 3 including the SAR Butternut (see Appendix A). Butternut is an 
Endangered species in Ontario and potential impacts, mitigation measures and monitoring are discussed further in 
Section B 3.3.6. The Project design is not anticipated to result in removal of the recorded Butternut tree. No rare 
vegetation communities have been previously identified in this Segment. Project construction activities have the 
potential to disturb and/or destroy plants, trees and vegetation communities located throughout Segment 3 in areas 
where work is planned. Due to the disturbed nature, and generally low-quality vegetation communities that have been 
heavily influenced by human development located within Segment 3, impacts to vegetation are anticipated to be low. 
However, construction activities occurring within the naturalized areas associated with the proposed Bus terminal north 
of 407 ETR, German Mills Creek crossing, and York Region Woodlands north of the German Mills Creek crossing have 
potential to disturb and/or destroy native trees and vegetation communities. Vegetation removal occurring within the 
German Mills Creek TRCA regulated area also has the potential to increase erosion and sediment movement during 
precipitation and flooding events.  

With respect to Project activities, the proposed areas of vegetation removal (based on the engineering design) will be 
quantified during detailed design.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around trees, vegetation and 
vegetation communities can be found in Table B 4-1. Compensation and/or replanting of vegetation to compensate for 
tree removals will follow Metrolinx's Vegetation Guideline (2020), as amended from time to time. 
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B 3.3.3 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

Potential Impacts

Known information about existing wildlife and wildlife habitat in Segment 3 have been identified in Section A 3.5.3. No 
SWH have been identified in this area or determined to be potentially present. The construction of the YNSE may have 
impacts on general wildlife, such as wildlife habitat removal or disturbance, and wildlife displacement or mortality. It is 
important to note that the existing wildlife and wildlife habitat associated with the Study Area are already susceptible to 
disturbance activities that arise from adjacent urbanized landscape. Mitigation measures will be implemented to reduce 
and/or avoid potential Project-specific negative impacts. 

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around existing wildlife and wildlife 
habitat can be found in Table B 4-1. If SAR wildlife and/or habitat are confirmed present during the SAR species-specific 
surveys during future phases of the Project where such surveys are required, the mitigation measures and monitoring 
recommended for the SAR species should also be followed, as applicable. 

B 3.3.4 Surface Water 

Potential Impacts

German Mills Creek is present within Segment 3 (see Section A 3.5.4 for more details). At grade Project works in 
Segment 3 such as the German Mills Creek crossing culvert replacement have the potential to impact the watercourse. 
Without mitigation, in- or near-water construction activities such as use of industrial equipment may cause impacts such 
as increased potential for erosion and sedimentation and introduction of deleterious substances as result of accidental 
spills. Potential impacts should be avoided and/or minimized by implementing appropriate mitigation measures and 
monitoring activities.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around surface water features can be 
found in Table B 4-1.
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B 3.3.5  Fish and Fish Habitat 

Potential Impacts

Fish Habitat within Segment 3 is limited to German Mills Creek. The existing fish habitat and background information 
regarding the fish community within German Mills Creek is presented in Section A 3.5.5. Construction near German Mills 
Creek involves the replacement of the existing culvert. Without mitigation, construction activities occurring near or 
within the watercourses and/or at the watercourse crossing could have negative impacts to fish and fish habitat, such as 
harmful alteration of fish habitat. Potential impacts can be avoided or reduced via implementation of appropriate 
mitigation measures and monitoring activities.  

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around fish and fish habitat can be 
found in Table B 4-1.  

B 3.3.6 Species at Risk 

Potential Impacts

A total of two (2) SAR are confirmed present and five (5) other SAR have a moderate or high potential to occur within 
the SAR Desktop Study Area in Segment 3, as outlined in Section A 3.5.6. 

 Barn Swallow was observed to be foraging in Segment 3. Barn Swallow is not known to nest in the Project Study 
Area but has the potential to make use of any existing or newly created structures in and around the existing 
natural areas associated with the proposed bus terminal north of the 407 ETR, Bridge Station, High Tech 
Station, TSF and the German Mills Creek crossing. If such nests are not identified and adequately protected 
prior to construction activities that may impact confirmed nesting habitat, there may be negative impacts on 
this species. This species was observed foraging during 2021 field investigations.  

 Chimney Swift records suggest that it is possible this species may be nesting in or on buildings in the SAR 
Desktop Study Area; however, it is not anticipated that construction activities in Segment 3 will result in 
modification or removal of any such buildings. This species range widely for foraging and are unlikely to be 
affected by construction activities beyond any impacts to nesting sites. 

 SAR Bats have the potential to occur in existing trees/vegetation communities. Potentially suitable SAR bat 
habitat is most likely to occur in the natural habitats in the vicinity of German Mills Creek, and the proposed bus 
terminal north of 407 ETR.  Further surveys to confirm presence of SAR bat habitat will be conducted in bat-
suitable vegetation communities, subject to the requirements of the ESA. 

 Butternut is present within the SAR Desktop Study Area and has the potential to be present in the natural areas 
associated with the proposed TSF, the German Mills Creek crossing, and the proposed bus terminal north of 
407 ETR. Any construction activities occurring in the vicinity of existing trees may result in the removal or 
damage of Butternuts. Identification of all tree species will be completed as part of arborist studies and 
reporting to confirm presence / absence of this species. 
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Mitigation Measures and Monitoring 

Mitigation measures and associated monitoring recommended for Project work around SAR and SAR habitat can be 
found in Table B 4-1.   
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B 4.0 Summary of Potential Impacts, Mitigation Measures and 
Monitoring Activities  

Table B 4-1 outlines the potential Natural Environment effects, mitigation measures and monitoring activities 
associated with the Project.
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B 5.0 Permits and Approvals 

Information pertaining to the natural heritage legislation, policies, and planning components relative to federal, 
provincial, and municipal sections associated with the Project are summarized in Part A Section A 1.5.  

This section outlines the permits and approvals that may be required for the Project. Permit and approval requirements 
will be confirmed during detailed design. 

B 5.1 Federal 
An Authorization or Letter of Advice for completion of near-water / in-water works may be required, issued by DFO in 
response to a formal Request for Review.  

B 5.2 Provincial 

B 5.2.1 Endangered Species Act, 2007 

All requirements of the Endangered Species Act will be met. Species-specific mitigation, monitoring, surveys, and 
corrective action will be implemented in accordance with permits and approvals under the ESA, and in consultation with 
MECP, as necessary. 

B 5.2.2 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997 

A Licence to Collect Fish for Scientific Purposes, under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, from the MNDMNRF to 
move or salvage fish. 

B 5.2.3 Conservation Authorities 

Metrolinx will consult with TRCA with respect to construction activities in regulates areas within the YNSE Study Area in 
relation to Ontario Regulation 166/06: Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Regulation of Development, 
Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses.  

B 5.3 Municipal 
A range of municipal permits (e.g., Permit to Injure or Remove Trees) may be required for the project, particularly as 
pertaining to municipally owned lands and infrastructure. Metrolinx will obtain all required permits and approvals. 
However, Metrolinx as a Crown Agency of the Province of Ontario is exempt from certain municipal processes and 
requirements. In these instances, Metrolinx will engage with the municipalities to incorporate municipal requirements 
as a best practice, where practical, and may obtain associated permits and approvals.  
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B 6.0 Future Work 

B 6.1 Field Investigations 
The following natural environment field investigations may be undertaken in the appropriate timing window (as per the 
applicable protocol) prior to construction commencement, as required: 

 Bat Species at Risk Surveys; 

 Breeding bird surveys within appropriate nesting habitat; and 

 Fish habitat assessment during high-flow conditions. 

B 6.1.1 Bat Species at Risk Surveys 

Species – specific surveys (i.e., acoustic monitoring) for bat Species at Risk following the Survey Protocol for Species at 
Risk within Treed Habitats: Little Brown Myotis, Northern Myotis and Tri-coloured Bat (Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry, 2017) or newer protocol if it becomes available from Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, 
will be required for tree removals proposed within potential bat SAR habitat to confirm potential impacts and necessary 
level of compensation under the Endangered Species Act and any applicable permits obtained. Total tree removal areas 
(including both temporary and permanent removals) in suitable bat SAR habitat are recommended to be calculated 
based on at least 60% design to inform compensation requirements. 

If demolition of potentially suitable buildings is required as planning progresses, detailed searches for potential entry 
points from all sides of the building and exit surveys following the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
protocols should be completed. Surveys should be completed prior to scheduled construction to confirm habitat use by 
bat SAR and to identify potential for disturbance of the species during construction in order to confirm authorization 
requirements under the Endangered Species Act.  

B 6.1.2 Migratory Breeding Bird Surveys and Pre-Construction Nest Surveys 

Breeding bird surveys, within appropriate nesting habitat, should be completed following the Ontario Breeding Bird 
Atlas Protocol (2001). Details are provided in Section A 3.2 under the Breeding Bird Survey sub-heading. 

All structures that are anticipated to be demolished, modified or replaced to facilitate the construction of the YNSE shall 
be inspected for nests or nesting activity of Migratory Birds Convention Act protected birds. These surveys can occur at 
any time of year but must be completed prior to the onset of construction activities.  

B 6.1.3 Fish Habitat Assessment  

Surveys during low flow periods (e.g., late summer/fall, sometimes winter) are beneficial to assess presence, quality, 
connectivity, and fish use of refuge habitats that have little to no base flows or minimal depths seasonally (MTO 2020); 
however, site-specific information and photos during high flows may be beneficial, in conjunction with modeling data, 
to support design of watercourse crossings and/or enhancement of existing structures. 
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Appendix D Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE) EPR Addendum Impact Assessment Study Area Mapping 
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