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1 Introduction

Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) was retained by Metrolinx, an agency of the Province
of Ontario, to complete this Summary Report for the Virtual Public Information Centre
and Virtual Open House (held in June 2023) for the Oshawa to Bowmanville Rail
Service Extension Project (the Project). The Project is located in the City of Oshawa
and Municipality of Clarington, within the Region of Durham Ontario.

All-day rail service currently operates on the Lakeshore East Rail Corridor between
Union Station in downtown Toronto and the Durham College (DC) Oshawa GO Station’
(formerly Oshawa GO Station). The Lakeshore East Rail Corridor extension from
Oshawa to Bowmanville was originally identified as one of 52 rapid transit
improvements and expansion projects in the MoveOntario 2020 plan (Government of
Ontario 2007), Ontario’s multi-year $17.5 billion rapid transit action plan for the Greater
Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA). More recently, the expansion initiative was
supported through the Initial Business Case Update (Metrolinx 2020) and a preferred
alignment option was selected.

The Oshawa to Bowmanville Rail Service Expansion and Rail Maintenance Facility
Environmental Project Report (EPR) was completed in 2011, in accordance with the
Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP) outlined in Ontario Regulation (O. Reg.)
231/08 — Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings, to assess Metrolinx’s plan to
expand GO Transit rail services from Oshawa to Bowmanville utilizing the Canadian
Pacific Railway (CP) corridor.

Since the completion of the 2011 EPR, Metrolinx has advanced the design of the rail
extension project, including updates to the alignment and infrastructure needs of the
project. As outlined in Section 15 (1) of O. Reg. 231/08, if a proponent wishes to make a
change to a transit project that is inconsistent with a completed EPR, an addendum to
the EPR must be prepared. In addition, as per Section 16 of O. Reg. 231/08, should a
project not commence within 10 years of the Statement of Completion, a review of the
project documentation is required. The Statement of Completion for the 2011 EPR is
dated April 13, 2011, and more than 10 years has lapsed since the filing of this
document.

"In October 2022, Metrolinx announced that the Oshawa GO Station has been renamed Durham College Oshawa
GO. Therefore, throughout the EPR Addendum and this Project, the Oshawa GO Station is referred to as Durham
College Oshawa GO, or DC Oshawa GO.
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An EPR Addendum is being undertaken to document the changes to the transit project
based on refinements to the design approach identified in the EPR, and to consider
relevant updates to environmental conditions since the completion of the EPR in 2011.

To support public consultation and engagement efforts in the preparation of the EPR
Addendum, Metrolinx hosted both a Virtual Public Information Centre (PIC) and Virtual
Open House (OH), as follows:

e Virtual PIC, whereby Project information was posted to Metrolinx’s website for
review from June 8 to June 21, 2023

e Virtual OH on June 14, 2023 featuring a live presentation by Metrolinx and
Stantec staff featuring key Project details, with a question and answer period
following the presentation

The purpose of the Virtual PIC and Virtual OH was to share information about the
Project with the public, including studies conducted, key findings and proposed
mitigation measures and monitoring recommendations. The Virtual PIC and Virtual OH
provided an opportunity for members of the public to ask questions and provide
feedback on the materials presented and on the Project in general.

This Summary Report provides key details on the methods used to notify stakeholders,
information presented, and comments / questions recorded during both virtual events.
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2 Notice of Virtual Open House

A Notice of Virtual OH was sent to stakeholders in the following formats to invite
stakeholders with a potential interest in the Project and other interested persons to
attend the Virtual PIC and Virtual OH:

¢ Email notices to the Project contact list

e Mailout to 15,044 property and business owners using an approximate 500 m
postal code walk

e Newspaper notices
e Social Media: Twitter- @GOExpansion

e Metrolinx’s website- https://www.metrolinx.com/en/news/virtual-open-house-to-
be-held-in-June-for-Bowmanville-Extension.

e GO train announcements on the Lakeshore East Line
e Canvassing

Further detail on these contact methods is described in the following sections.

2.1 Contact List and Distribution

The Notice of the Virtual OH was emailed to contacts during the month of May 2023.
Notice was sent via email to invite interested parties to read the Virtual PIC material
posted on Metrolinx’s website and to participate to provide feedback or pose questions
pertaining to the Project. Landowners within 500 metre (m) radius of the project footprint
received mailed notices. The contact list can be found in Appendix A.

The Notice was delivered via Canada Post mail to 15,044 property or business owners
using an approximate 500 m postal code walk, which included the postal codes of
residents and businesses within approximately a 500 m radius of the Project Footprint.
Redacted copies of these notices can be found in Appendix B.

The Metrolinx Community Engagement Team connected with the Oshawa Senior
Community Centres 55+ group to create a partnership to help distribute the PIC
postcards and flyers. Further details on this engagement can be found in Section 2.7.
Additionally, the Metrolinx Team contacted regional and municipal staff and elected
officials regarding the upcoming Virtual PIC and Virtual OH which is further discussed in
Section 2.8.
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2.2 Newspaper Notice

The Notice of the Virtual OH was published in the Oshawa, Whitby, Clarington This
Week newspaper on May 25 and June 1, 2023. This is a weekly newspaper with
publication on Thursdays. It is a press run of 79,804 newspapers with distribution
throughout the area of the Project.

The Notice was provided in both English and French. The Notice included information
on how to register for the open house, the date and time of the event, and a QR code to
direct readers to the Metrolinx website and other points of contact information for
questions. This notice also stated that materials were available for review and comment
through the PIC period from June 8 to June 21, 2023. A copy of both the English and
French newspaper notices can be found in Appendix B.

2.3 Metrolinx Website

Notice was posted on the Metrolinx website on May 29, 2023
(https://www.metrolinx.com/en/news/virtual-open-house-to-be-held-in-June-for-
Bowmanville-Extension). The Notice identified changes to the Project since the
completion of the 2011 EPR, such as changes to track alignment, bridges including new
crossings, replacements and expansions, new potential stations and layover facility.
Further background information was described and instructions on how to participate.

2.4 Social Media

The Notice was posted on the GO Expansion Twitter page on May 29, 2023
(https://twitter.com/GOExpansion/status/16632832713863987207s=20) and June 5,
2023 (https://twitter.com/GOExpansion/status/16657432729149440017?s=20i). As of
July 19, 2023 the tweet posted on May 29 received 3,782 views,12 retweets and 26
likes while the tweet on June 5 received 4,148 views with 11 retweets and 24 likes.
These postings can be found in Appendix B.


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGOExpansion%2Fstatus%2F1663283271386398720%3Fs%3D20&data=05%7C01%7CJackie.Franklin%40stantec.com%7C1ef323b4b0f0431c97d008db66a1fe00%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C638216618161969138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v48v7OVa8Yau0%2FRv5jpEKxRd3KMvlfv08wq8%2F4d%2FYL8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGOExpansion%2Fstatus%2F1665743272914944001%3Fs%3D20&data=05%7C01%7CJackie.Franklin%40stantec.com%7C1ef323b4b0f0431c97d008db66a1fe00%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C638216618161969138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rC6ts24%2FnLy0X8Q64wwC3N0QNGCA1EamzsPYCh4Bj8o%3D&reserved=0
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2.5 GO Train Announcements

During the week of May 22" and May 29", the Lakeshore East GO Trains played
onboard announcements for riders entering and exiting the trains at the DC Oshawa GO
Station.

The onboard announcements played during the two-week period were played in both
English and French and said:

“We’re one step closer to bringing you two-way, all-day rail service from Oshawa
to Bowmanville, and we want your feedback. An addendum to our Environmental
Project Report is ready and available to review and comment on until June 215t
You can also join our virtual open house on June 14" from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM.
Learn more and register at metrolinx.com/bowmanville.”

2.6 Canvassing

The Metrolinx Community Engagement Team carried out neighbourhood canvassing,
targeting specific neighbourhoods in the Project area which are located beyond the 500
m mail-out area (refer to Section 2.1) but where residents are likely to have an interest
in the Project. From May 30 to June 20, 2023, Metrolinx distributed approximately 1,500
postcards containing information about the Project and the Virtual PIC and Virtual OH.
Since canvassing was carried out both before and after the Virtual OH, Metrolinx
distributed two versions of the flyers; one version of the flyer was used prior to the
Virtual OH, and the other was distributed following the Virtual OH, but still within the
period of the Virtual PIC.

Overall, Metrolinx canvassed 3,100 households and spoke to approximately 45% of
homeowners. About 166 interaction reports, where Project specific comments were
provided by a resident, were created based on the conversations with homeowners and
the Metrolinx team. Areas canvassed, the date and time and approximate number of
door knocks are detailed in Table 1 below. Copies of the flyers and postcards can be
found in Appendix B.
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Table 1: Canvassing Details
Area Date / Time Door Knocks (Number
Approximate)

Bowmanville May 30, 2023 400
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Oshawa May 31, 2023 400
10:30 am to 2:30 pm

Oshawa June 5, 2023 400
11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Oshawa / Whitby June 9, 2023 500
11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Bowmanville June 13, 2023 600
11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Bowmanville June 15, 2023 300
11:00 am to 2:00 pm

Bowmanville June 19, 2023 300
11:00 am to 2:00 pm

Bowmanville June 20, 2023 200

11:00 to 2:00 pm

2.7 Oshawa Senior Community Centres 55+ Group

On May 24, 2023, the Metrolinx Community Engagement Team connected over the

phone with the Oshawa Senior Community Centres 55+ Group to discuss the Project

and upcoming event materials. The team spoke with the Manager of Volunteer and

Community Relations to discuss the Project and planned to distribute the Virtual PIC

and Virtual OH postcards and flyers to all community centre locations.
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2.8 Notice to Regional and Municipal Staff and Elected
Officials

On May 24, 2023, Metrolinx contacted municipal staff and elected officials, including
Members of Parliament and Members of Provincial Parliament, as listed in Appendix A.
regarding the upcoming Virtual PIC and Virtual OH. Metrolinx provided a briefing
package to all elected officials on the Contact List (Appendix A) that further discussed
the Project’s details and upcoming events. The Metrolinx team also contacted Municipal
Communications staff and library contacts. The email included website links to review
the PIC materials, a link to post questions to be answered during the Virtual OH via
Slido, where to register for the Virtual OH and dates of the online events. A postcard
containing information about the Project and the Virtual PIC and Virtual OH was
attached to this email.

2.9 Libraries and Postings to Community Boards

Prior to the Virtual OH, Metrolinx also deposited postcards at local libraries and
community centers and posted flyers on community boards on May 24, 2023. Materials
were provided to the following locations:

e Courtice and Bowmanville Branches, Clarington Public Library
o0 200 postcards
0 Flyers posted to community board
e McLaughlin Branch, Oshawa Public Library
o 100 postcards
o0 Flyers posted to community board

¢ John Street, Northview, Conant, Delpark Homes, Sikorski Branches, Oshawa
Senior Community Centres

o0 200 postcards
o Flyers posted to community board
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2.10 On the GO Alerts

The On the GO (OTG) Alerts were sent to subscribers of the OTG Alerts tool for DC
Oshawa GO Station and whom were subscribed to marketing notifications.

The OTG Alerts went out on: May 25, June 2, 9, 13, and 14, 2023. The text used for the
OTG Alerts was:

SUBJECT LINE:
We're one step closer to starting construction and bringing two-way, all-day rail service
from Oshawa to Bowmanville.

HEADER:
We've been making progress on the design for the Bowmanville Rail Service Extension
project, which means we needed to update our environmental studies.

BODY:

The addendum to our Environmental Project Report is almost ready, and we can’t wait
to share it with you. Why? Because it means that we’re one step closer to starting
construction and bringing two-way, all-day rail service from Oshawa to Bowmanville. We
know you have questions about how we’ll protect the environment during this project
and we’re ready to answer them.

Materials will be available online for review and comment from June 8th to June 21st,
2023. Register for the open house taking place on June 14th from 6:30-8pm on the
Bowmanville Extension webpage.

More GO Transit service in the Durham Region means more people connecting with
what’s important to them. It's more places to call home, more ways to get to school or
your dream job, more access to healthcare and so much more.

Register for our open house here: www.metrolinx.com/bowmanville
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3 Virtual Public Information Centre

The Virtual PIC was hosted by Metrolinx via their website
(https://lwww.metrolinx.com/en/projects-and-programs/lakeshore-east-line-go-
expansion/get-involved/bowmanville-extension-pic-june-8-to-21) from June 8 to 21,
2023. The material posted can be found in Appendix C.

The information posted in the PIC included background information related to the 2011
EPR; the existing conditions at the Project locations; the EPR Addendum process;
potential effects, and next steps on the Project. Additionally, the results of the technical
studies, ongoing Indigenous communities engagement and Project maps were also
provided. Potential impact and proposed mitigation measures for the following
disciplines were also posted:

e Natural Environment

e Tree Inventory

e Geology & Groundwater

e Stormwater Management

e Air Quality

e Noise & Vibration

e Socio-Economic and Land Use

e Traffic & Transportation

e Cultural Heritage

e Archaeology
The purpose of the Virtual PIC was to gather feedback on the Project to better
understand the main concerns from the public. The comments and questions raised on
Slido, a virtual Q&A and polling platform, were answered by the Team Panel during the
live Virtual OH. Those that were missed were responded to via email. Comments or

questions received through direct email were addressed by the Project Team through
an email response. Copies of these can be found in Appendix E.
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4 Virtual Open House

The live Virtual OH was held on Wednesday, June 14, 2023 through Microsoft Teams
Webinar, with an advertised start and end times of 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm, respectively.
Pre-registration for the Virtual OH was required to attend the event, with the registration
link available on Metrolinx’s website beginning on June 1, 2023.

The live event featured a presentation given by Metrolinx and Stantec staff, including:
Metrolinx:

David Phalp - Senior Advisor

Shelley Persaud - Lakeshore East and Extension Sponsor
Laura Filice - Environmental Project Manager

Jill Merriman - Director Development

Justin Klimkait - Community Engagement Advisor- Moderator
Stantec:

Alex Blasko - Senior Associate, Assessment and Permitting

Mike Bradley - Senior Project Manager

Michael Wolczyk - Senior Project Manager, Transportation

The presentation delivered by Metrolinx and Stantec provided a description of the
following Project aspects:

e opportunities and concerns identified on previously submitted comments

e a description of the Project and key Project components, including Transit
Oriented Communities

e benefits of the Project

o the TPAP and EPR Addendum process, including anticipated timelines
e rationale for the Addendum

e a list of environmental studies undertaken to support the Project

e adescription of the potential effects as a result of the Project by technical
discipline and proposed mitigation measures

e arequest for comments to be submitted by June 21, 2023
e Metrolinx contact information

10
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This event was recorded and made available on YouTube and the Metrolinx website
(https://www.metrolinx.com/en/projects-and-programs/lakeshore-east-line-go-
expansion/get-involved/bowmanville-extension-pic-june-8-to-21).

In total, 226 attendees signed into the live Virtual OH on June 14, 2023. There have
since been over 335 views of the recording on YouTube
(https://youtu.be/h3gpGWGmMOMO) as of the date of this report. Table 2 below provides
details of the attendance of the Virtual OH.

Table 2: Virtual OH Registration and Attendance Information
Category Details
Registration Page Views 2,350
Registered Participants 410
Canceled Registrations 1
Participants in Attendance 226

Attendees were encouraged to submit comments and questions before the presentation
via email or mail as well as during the public meeting via Slido. During the question-and-
answer period of the Virtual OH, the Metrolinx and Stantec team addressed select
questions. Questions were selected by Metrolinx based on those themes which were
most often commented on.

11
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5 Comments Received

A total of 84 comments and questions were received through Slido and are shown in
Appendix D. The main topics of comments were regarding the specifics of the
construction timeline and services provided by the rail extension. There were also
concerns regarding noise from new crossings and frequency of trains, number and
location of the new stations, number of parking spaces, impact on traffic and changes to
bridge crossings.

All comments and questions raised through the Virtual PIC submitted through Slido
were responded to on Slido, any comments or questions received through email were
addressed by the Project Team through an email response. As many comments or
questions as possible which were received prior to the live Virtual OH were responded
to verbally during the event.

An overview of the questions and comments received during the presentation’s Q&A
session and through one-on-one dialogue with staff is provided in Appendix D.

12
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6 Summary

There was a high degree of participation in both the Virtual PIC and Virtual OH. Through
Microsoft Teams and Slido, participants could ask questions in real time or submit
multiple questions through email format. By recording the Virtual OH, the meeting could
be referenced for specific questions, reviewed and was accessible to those who could
not attend. The Project Team effectively notified members of the public through
canvassing, mailed flyers, newspaper ads and via Metrolinx’s social media platforms.
The public identified a number of opportunities for service improvements and station
input regarding parking. Concerns were raised related to the potential impact to traffic,
impact from operational noise and design.

13



Virtual Public Information Centre and Virtual Open House Summary Report
September 26, 2023

Appendices



Virtual Public Information Centre and Virtual Open House Summary Report
September 26, 2023

Appendix A Contact List



Virtual Public Information Centre and Virtual Open House Summary Report
September 26, 2023

Provincial Government

¢ Infrastructure Ontario

e Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
e Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

e Ministry of Mines

e Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

e Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
e Ministry of Transportation

Municipal Government, Conservation Authorities and Related Municipal Bodies
e Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority
e City of Oshawa

e Durham Regional Transit

e Municipality of Clarington

e Regional Municipality of Durham

Elected Officials

Members of Parliament

e Durham — Hon. Erin O’'Toole

¢ Oshawa — Hon. Colin Carrie

e Ajax — Hon. Mark Holland

e Whitby — Hon. Ryan Turnbull

e Uxbridge — Hon. Jennifer O’Connell
Members of Provincial Parliament

e Durham — Todd McCarthy

e Oshawa — Jennifer French

e Whitby — Lorne Coe

A1
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Kawartha Lakes-Brock — Laurie Scott
Ajax — Patrice Barnes

Peterborough-Kawartha — Dave Smith

Ministers

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks — Hon. David Piccini

Minister of Finance — Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy

Regional and Municipal Elected Officials

City of Oshawa — Dan Carter (Mayor), John Neal (Regional and City Councillor),
Rosemary McConkey (City Councillor), Tito-Dante Marimpietri (Regional and City
Councillor), Jim Lee (City Councillor), Bob Chapman (Regional and City Councillor),
Bradley Marks (City Councillor), Rick Kerr (Regional and City Councillor), Derek
Giberson (City Councillor), Brian Nicholson (Regional and City Councillor), John
Gray (City Councillor), Mary Mederios (City Clerk)

Municipality of Clarington — Adrian Foster (Mayor), Granville Anderson (Regional
and Municipal Councillor), Corinna Traill (Municipal Councillor), Margaret Zwart
(Municipal Councillor), Willie Woo (Regional Councillor), Sami Elhaijeh (Municipal
Councillor), Lloyd Rang (Municipal Councillor), June Gallagher (City Clerk)

Regional Municipality of Durham — John Henry (Regional Chair), Elaine Baxter-
Trahair (Chief Administrative Officer)

City of Pickering — Kevin Ashe (Mayor), Marisa Carpino (Chief Administrative
Officer), Linda Cook (Regional Councillor), Lisa Robinson (Regional Councillor),
David Pickles (Regional Councillor), Maurice Brenner (City Councillor), Mara Nagy
(City Councillor), Shaheen Butt (City Councillor)

Town of Ajax — Shaun Collier (Mayor), Jennifer Larmand (City Clerk), Marilyn
Crawford (Regional Councillor), Sterling Lee (Regional Councillor), Joanne Dies
(Regional Councillor), Rob Tyler Morin (Town Councillor), Ashmeed Khan (Town
Councillor), Lisa Bower (Town Councillor)

Town of Whitby — Elizabeth Roy (Mayor), Kathryn Douglas (City Clerk), Chris Leahy
(Regional Councillor), Rhonda Mulcahy (Regional Councillor), Maleeha Shahid
(Regional Councillor), Steve Yamada (Regional Councillor), Steve Lee (Town
Councillor), Matt Cardwell (Town Councillor), Niki Lundquist (Town Councillor),
Victoria Bozinovski (Town Councillor)

Township of Brock — Walter Schummer (Mayor), Dean Hustwick (Chief
Administrative Officer), Peter Frank (Regional Councillor), Michael Jubb (Township

A2
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Councillor), Claire Doble (Township Councillor), Angela Canavan (Township
Councillor), Cria Pettingill (Township Councillor), Lynn Campbell (Township
Councillor)

e Township of Scugog — Wilma Wotten (Mayor), Lisa Fitton (City Clerk), lan
McDougall (Regional Councillor), David LeRoy (Township Councillor), Janna Guido
(Township Councillor), Robert Rock (Township Councillor), Harold Wright (Township
Councillor), Terry Coyne (Township Councillor), Ken Knix (Chief Administrative
Officer)

e Township of Uxbridge — Dave Barton (Mayor), Kristi Honey (Chief Administrative
Officer), Bruce Garrod (Regional Councillor), Pamela Beach (Township Councillor),
Gord Shreeve (Township Councillor), Zed Pickering (Township Councillor), Willie
Popp (Township Councillor), Todd Snooks (Township Councillor)

Indigenous Communities

e Alderville First Nation

e Beausoleil First Nation

e Chippewas of Georgina Island

e Chippewas of Rama First Nation

e Curve Lake First Nation

e Hiawatha First Nation

e Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation

e Huron-Wendat Nation

o Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation

e Meétis Nation of Ontario
Interest Groups and Community-Based Organizations
e Oshawa Senior Community Centres 55+
Individuals and Landowners

e Property or business owners within an approximate 500 m postal code walk of the
Project Footprint

A3
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Transportation

e Canadian Pacific Railway
e Canadian National Railway
¢ VIA Rail Canada

Utilities

e Hydro One Networks Inc.

A4
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Appendix B Notice of Virtual Open House
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Bowmanville Extension

Virtual Open

House

Wednesday, June 14, 2023
6:30-8:00 p.m.

This Wisak | Tharsday, June 1, 2023 | 24

The addendum te our Environmental Project
Report is almost ready, and we can't wait to share
the information with you. Why? Because it means
that we're one step closer to starting construction
and bringing two-way, all-day rail service from
Oshawa to Bowmanville.

We know you have questions about how we'll
protect the environment during this project and
we're ready to answer them.

Materials will be available anline for review and
comment from June B to June 21, 2023.

Register for the virtual open house at

www.metrolinx.com/bowmanville

Questions? We're here for you.

O www.metralink.com/bowmanville
B4 DurhamRegion@metrolink.com

WE @GOExpansion

2 METROLINX

b ammglon com

B.1

B OPINION

PROTECT DURHAM'S NATIVE PLANTS

WIOLETTA
WALANCIK SAYS
INVADERS SPREAD
IN MANY WAYS

WIOLETTA WALANCIK
Column

With spring upon us,
there is nothing more wel-
coming than seeing our
plants slowly starting to
pop up throwgh the ground.
You may already have seen
trilliums, trout lilies, may
apples and bloodroot as
you arp out and about on
your hikes. Not only arena-
tive species coming back,
butsoalso aredominant in-
troduced (invasive) plant
species, These plants are a
concern for not only the im-
pact they have on the envi-
ronment, but also on peo-
pla.

What are some of these
impacts? Dominant intro-
doced plant species cam
grow in very dense mono-
culture stands. This dis-
places our native species
and reduces the biodiversi-
ty in our natural areas.
Thess plants provide poor
wildlife habitat and ouwt-
compate oUr nEtve species
for Iight, water and nutri-
ents. They can spread in a
wariety of ways — produe-
ing many seeds that can
survive in the soil for
years, and then become es-
teblished quickly when the
opportunity is right. These
plants can glso and
become well estsblished
from very small pieces of
their stoloms, roots and rhi-
zomes. They can change
the chemisiry of the soil,
therehy preventing native
species from growing. Fi-
nally, some plants produce
a sap that is toxic to people.
If this sap finds its way on-
to your skin, when exposed
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e the sunlight, it can cause
harmiul burns.

You can prevent the
spread of these introduced
species. Seeds and other
plant paris can atiach
themselves to your boots,
clothing and pets. This al-
lows them to move from
one area o the next with
ease. To stop the spread,
stay on the designated
trails to limit contact with
these plants. [o not bring
planis home and plant
them in your garden. Do
not bring plant stalks with
seeds home for decorations
and do not compost them.
Brush down boots, cloth-
ing and pets for seeds after
your hike.

You can also join us for
Voluntesr Stewand Days on
the following Wednesdays
— May 10, 17 and 24 at %30
a.m. The Friends of Second
Marsh Plant Stewardship
Subcommittes will be out
on the McLaughlin Bay
Wildlife Reserve trails on
Wednesday some morn-
ings in May to guide volun-
teeTs in helping to mansge
dominant introduced plant
species. To learn about the
Plant Stewardship Sub-
committee, please take a

look at our March newslet-
ter  at www.second-
marsh.ca/publications-
and-links.

Therse are many re-
sources available online to
learn about dominant in-
troduced plants. One site
that you may want to ake g
look at is the Ontario Inve-
gsive Plant Council at
WWw.ontarininvasive-
plants.ca.

The Friends of Sacond
Marsh website — www.se-
condmarsh.ca — has a list
of our upcoming events.
You can also email Wiolet-
ta at wwalancik@second-
marsh.ca if you are inter-
ested in joining us for the
Valunteer Steward Days.

Winletin Waloncik is the
administrotive and pro-
grams direcior with
Friends of Second Marsh. -
She has worked for this
organizaiion for more

changed over the years urm'g
her responsibilities hope
increased but her core role
rergins the same — edu-
cofing the public about
Oshmwa Second Marsh
and sharing her love af
nature with them.
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