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Introducing the WestEnd Connectors project team

Eglinton Crosstown West Extension  

WestEnd Connectors Construction is an integrated general partnership consisting of three Canadian and 
international leaders in tunnel construction: Dragados Canada Inc., Aecon Infrastructure Management 
Inc., and Ghella Canada Ltd. Together, the team is delivering and financing tunnelling for the Eglinton 
Crosstown West Extension project, from Renforth Station to Scarlett Road.

Our team members have extensive experience in Canadian heavy civil and urban infrastructure projects 
and bring a unique expertise in underground tunnelling works.



Renforth to Scarlett tunnel timeline
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The inside of a tunnel boring machine
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Tunnel boring machine (TBM) fun facts

Eglinton Crosstown West Extension

Did you know? 

Å Each TBM weighs about 750 tonnes each, which is about five 

times as heavy as a blue whale.

Å TBMs travel on average 10 to 15 metres a day.

Å TBMs typically collect around 2,000 tonnes of earth and rock 

per day as they tunnel.

Å It can take between 50 to 120 minutes for a TBM to excavate 

and install one liner ring.

Multi -service vehicles 
(MSVs) are used to 
transport people and 
equipment from the 
surface to the TBMs 
deep inside the tunnel.



TBM update

Eglinton Crosstown West Extension

Å Both TBMs, Renny and 

Rexy, will tunnel 

approximately 6 kilometres  

along the Eglinton Avenue 

West Corridor before 

completing their journey at 

Scarlett Road in early 

2024.

Å Renny passed through the 

first headwall at Martin 

Grove Road in November 

2022 and Rexy passed 

through the headwall at 

Martin Grove Road in 

March 2023.



Tunnelling update

Eglinton Crosstown West Extension

Where are Renny and Rexy, the two tunnel boring machines (TBMs) now?

The TBM Tracker can be found on the project website and is updated regularly. 

Last updated on November 17, 2023

Extraction 
Shaft

Launch Shaft



What to expect during tunnelling

Eglinton Crosstown West Extension

Å Tunnel boring machines (TBMs) work 

beneath Eglinton Avenue West and 

operate Monday - Friday with 

occasional weekend work.

Å The launch shaft area at will be an 

active construction site until tunnelling 

and related work is complete in 2025.

Å Residents and businesses in the area 

can expect to hear some noise during 

construction, but disruption will be 

minimal. 

Å Additional construction trucks will be 

present in the area during this work. 

The trucks/vehicles entering and 

exiting the site sound similar to the 

TTC buses and sanitary trucks that 

frequent the area.



Launch Shaft - Renforth

Did you know?

ÅOur Launch Shaft, where Renny and Rexy first 
began digging, is 80 metres long, 20 metres wide 
and 17 metres deep, and at about 27,200 cubic 
metres, has roughly the same volume as 11 
Olympic -size swimming pools.

Å The conveyor belt that removes the soil and rock 
from the tunnels can hold up to 500 tonnes of 
material per hour.

Eglinton Crosstown West Extension

Å Tunnel liners are made of 
reinforced concrete and give 
the tunnels their structure. 
We'll use about 7,400 
concrete rings to complete 

the tunnels for the project .



Headwall overview

What are headwalls?
ÅHeadwalls are underground support walls 

located at the east and west ends of the 
station location. 

ÅThe TBMs bore through the headwalls, 
therefore crews must build them prior to 
the TBMs arriving at each site.

ÅThere will be four underground stations 
(Martin Grove, Kipling, Islington and Royal 
York) and each require two headwalls to be 
built.

ÅThere will also be two emergency exit 
buildings constructed å one between 
Kipling Ave and Islington Ave, the other 
between Islington Ave and Royal York Rd. 
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3D model of two headwalls

Did you know?

Å All headwall work for the 

future stations were 

completed in July 2023. 



Martin Grove headwall
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ÅThe first TBM, Renny, reached the Martin 
Grove headwalls in mid -November 2022.

ÅRexy passed through in March 2023.

Major works completed in October 2022

Lanes reopened



Kipling headwall
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Major works completed in April 2023

Lanes reopened



Emergency Exit Building #3 ( Wincott Drive)
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ÅEmergency Exit Buildings are used to evacuate 
passengers from tunnels in the event of an 
emergency at track level during operation.

Major works completed in March 2023

Lanes reopened



Additional headwall work at Wincott Drive
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Å Construction crews built an additional headwall at 
Wincott  Drive and Eglinton Avenue West. This 
additional headwall was constructed for 
maintenance on the TBMs due to very challenging 
and unexpected soil conditions.

Major works completed in September 2023

Lanes reopened



Islington headwall
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Major works completed in April 2023

Lanes reopened



Additional headwall work at Russell Road
October 2023 åDecember 2023
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Å Construction crews are building an additional headwall at Russell Road and Eglinton Avenue West. This 
additional headwall is for maintenance on the TBMs due to very challenging and unexpected soil 
conditions.

Å Rexy is approaching this headwall. 


